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In this work, a previously unknown aldazine, N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-
(dimethylamino)methylene]amino]amino}-2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthene-
4-yl)methylene]hydrazone}methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthene-12-yl]-N,N-
dimethylimidoforma-mide was synthesized by reacting the corresponding aldehyde with
hydrazine hydrate. The spectral characteristics of the two azomethine dyes were studied:
N,N-dimethyl-N’-{4-[(E)-(phenylimino)methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-xanthen-9-
yl}imidoformamide and N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-(dimethylamino)methylene]amino]-
2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthen-4-yl)methy-lene]hydrazono}methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-
benzo[b]xanthen-12-yl]-N,N-dimethylimidoformamide. Both dyes exhibit a bathochromic
shift in their absorption maxima at lower pH levels. The observed deepening of the color
can be attributed to the protonation of the azomethine nitrogen atom and the change in
the hybridization of the orbital that carries the unpaired electron pair of the azomethine
nitrogen atom, switching from the sp2 orbital to the unhybridized p-orbital, which is
capable of conjugation with the xanthene fragment. The color of N,N-dimethyl-N’-{4-
[(E)-(phenylimino)methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-xanthen-9-yl}imidoformamide changes from
yellow to red as the pH decreases, while the color of N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-
(d imethy lamino)methy lene ]amino]-2 ,3-d ihydro-1H-benzo[b ]xan then-
4-yl)methylene]hydrazono}methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthen-12-yl]-N,N-
dimethylimidoformamide shifts from red to blue. The synthesized dyes have potential as
pH indicators in acidic environments. These dyes demonstrate a color change not only
in response to pH reduction but also in the presence of transition metal salts.
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Introduction
Xanthene-like dyes are employed in a multitude

of scientific and industrial applications [1–3], including
as dyes [4,5], fluorophores [6], photonic [7], optic
sensors [8], and so forth. In all the aforementioned
xanthene dyes, the 9-position remains either
unsubstituted or substituted with a non-functionalized
group, which restricts the potential for further
transformations. Previously, we devised a novel
methodology for synthesizing a xanthene backbone
by rearranging the 1,3-benz(naphth)oxazine and
1,3-benzodioxine cycles in the presence of the
Vilsmeier-Haack reagent [9,10]. The newly developed
reactions facilitate the synthesis of xanthene dyes in

satisfactory yields, with the additional benefit of
enabling the introduction of functional groups at the
9-position, thereby markedly enhancing their chemical
and optical properties. This provided a significant
impetus for the development of a multitude of distinct
dyes based on synthesized xanthene building-blocks
[11–13]. In this work, we present the synthesis and
study of the optical properties of xanthene-like dyes
with amidine fragment that can be utilized as pH
indicators in acidic environments.

Experimental
Unless otherwise stated, all reagents of analytical

grade were purchased from commercial suppliers and
used without any further purification. The 1H NMR
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and 13C NMR spectra were performed on a Bruker
Avance II 400 spectrometer (400.13 MHz and 100.62
MHz for 1H and 13C, respectively) in DMSO-d6/
CCl4 using residual solvent peak as internal standard.
The UV-vis spectra were measured by a Hitachi U-
1900 spectrophotometer using quartz cuvette with
optical path length 10 mm, the baseline was corrected
relative to the solvent absorption. The FAB mass
spectrum was recorded on a VG7070 spectrometer.
Desorption of the ions from the solution of the samples
in 3-mercapto-1,2-propanediol was realized with a
beam of argon atoms with energy 8 keV. Elemental
analysis was performed on a LECO CHN-900
instrument. Melting points were carried out using an
Electrothermal 9100 Digital Melting Point apparatus
and were uncorrected. The control of reactions and
the purity of the obtained compounds were monitored
by TLC on Merck Silica gel 60 F-254 plates with
10:1, v/v CHCl3/MeOH as eluent. Compound 3 was
synthesized according to the literature method [6].

N ’ - [ 4 - ( ( E ) - { ( 2 Z ) - [ ( 1 2 - { [ ( 1 E ) -
(dimethylamino)methylene]amino}-2,3-dihydro-1H-
benzo[b]xanthen-4-yl)methylene]hydrazono}methyl)-
2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthen-12-yl]-N,N-
dimethylimidoformamide (4). The aldehyde 3 (0.1 g,
0.15 mmol) was dissolved in boiling i-PrOH (5 mL),
after cool to room temperature 0.015 mL (0.3 mmol)
of hydrazine hydrate were added. The reaction mixture
was left off at room temperature for 24 h. The
precipitate formed was filtered off and purified by
recrystallization from MeCN. Yield 0.08 g (82%),
reddish-brown powder, mp. 250–2520C (decomp.).
1H NMR spectrum (400 MHz, DMSO-d6/CCl4), δ,
ppm: 8.80 (2H, s, 2CH), 8.00 (2H, s, 2CH),
7.87 (2H, d, 3J=8.1 Hz, Ar), 7.75 (2H, d, 3J=8.0 Hz,
Ar), 7.55 (2H, s, Ar), 7.45 (2H, s, Ar), 7.37 (2H, t,
3J=7.1 Hz, Ar), 7.30 (2H, t, 3J=7.1 Hz, Ar),
3.15 (6H, s, 2Me), 3.08 (6H, s, 2Me), 2.51 (4H, t,
3J=6.1 Hz, 2CH2), 2.37 (4H, t, 3J=5.9 Hz, 2CH2),
1.56–1.65 (4H, m, 2CH2). 13Ñ NMR spectrum
(100 MHz, DMSO-d6/CCl4), δ, ppm: 161.2, 158.1,
152.2, 148.1, 145.6, 133.9, 132.2, 131.5, 128.4, 126.4,
124.4, 121.5, 120.3, 118.0, 117.0, 107.2, 36.1, 33.2,
31.2, 27.0, 18.3. Mass spectrum (FAB),
m/z (Irel, %): 661 [Ì+Í]+ (100). Found, %: C 76.47;
H 6.16; N 12.83. C42H40N6O2. Calculated, %: C 76.34;
H 6.10; N 12.72

Results and discussion
In previous studies [11,12], we synthesized dyes

1 and 2 (Scheme 1) based on the xanthene framework.
When the pH of the solution of compound 1 is reduced,
a gypsochrome shift of the absorption maximum from
531 nm to 478 nm occurs [14].

The reaction of compound 2 to protonic acids
was found to be the opposite. Consequently, when
compound 2 is treated with trifluoroacetic acid in
MeCN, a bathochromic shift of the absorption
maximum is observed, from 431 nm to 504 nm.
This is accompanied by a color change from yellow
to red (Figs. 1 and 2).

Scheme 1

Fig. 1. The absorption spectra of compound 2 in neutral and

acidic media

Fig. 2. The photograph depicts solutions of compound 2 in

MeCN with and without CF3CO2H



6

S.A. Varenichenko, A.V. Kovtun, O.K. Farat

ISSN 0321-4095, Voprosy khimii i khimicheskoi tekhnologii, 2024, No. 4, pp. 4-9

In the case of compound 1, it was found that
the protonation reaction occurs at the dimethylamidine
fragment. In the case of the Schiff bases, protonation
is likely to occur at the nitrogen atom of the azomethine
group, since only protonation at this atom can lead to
absorption in the longer-wavelength region of the
spectrum. This phenomenon can be attributed to the
potential for a protonation reaction on the unpaired
electron pair of the azomethine nitrogen atom, resulting
in charge transfer to the oxygen atom and the amidine
fragment (Scheme 2). This reaction is more favorable
than protonation on the amidine fragment.

The intensification of the color of compound 2
upon the addition of acid is attributed to the protonation
of the unshared pair of electrons of the azomethine
nitrogen atom, which results in the transfer of a positive
charge to the oxygen atom. This process leads to a
transformation in the hybridization of the orbital

carrying the unshared pair of electrons, shifting from
the sp2 orbital to the unhybridized p-orbital. This
latter orbital is capable of conjugation with the
xanthene fragment. The change in the hybridization
of the orbital on which the unshared pair of electrons
of the azomethine atom of the nitrogen atom is located
is responsible for the bathochromic shift of the
absorption maximum upon acidification of compound
2 (Scheme 2).

Continuing our investigation, we proceeded to
synthesize aldazine 4 by reacting aldehyde 3 with
hydrazine hydrate (Scheme 3).

Additionally, compound 4 demonstrated
sensitivity to changes in pH. Absorption spectra for
compound 4 were recorded in acetonitrile solution
with a concentration of 5⋅10–6 mol/L. The absorbance
maximum for compound 4 was observed at 508 nm.
The addition of one equivalent of TFA (CF3CO2H)

Scheme 2

Scheme 3
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resulted in a bathochromic shift of the absorbance
maximum to 615 nm. The addition of a second
equivalent of TFA shifts the absorption maximum to
shorter wavelengths, up to 570 nm (Figs. 3 and 4).
The color subsequently undergoes a transformation,
transitioning from red to blue. Further addition of
acid has almost no effect on the maximum absorption
of compound 4. Neutralizing the acidic solution of
compound 4 to pH 8 with Et3N restores the absorption
spectrum of the neutral molecule. In addition to
determining the absorption maxima of compound 4
in relation to the acidity of the medium, the absorption
coefficients and the optical energy gap of the HOMO-
LUMO transition were also determined. The optical
properties of compound 4, as a function of the amount
of TFA, are summarized in Table.

The change in the maximum absorption of
compound 4 upon addition of one equivalent of TFA
is caused by protonation of the nitrogen atom of the
azomethine group with delocalization of the positive
charge to the pyran cycle, as observed in the case of
compound 2. The addition of the second equivalent
of TFA results in a shift of the absorption maximum
to 570 nm, which is associated with the protonation
of the second nitrogen atom of the azomethine group
and the conditional separation of two symmetric
chromoform systems.

Conclusions
It was shown that N,N-dimethyl-N’-{4-[(E)-

(phenylimino)methyl]-2, 3-dihydro-1H-xanthen-9-
yl}imidoformamide and N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-
{[(1E)-(dimethylamino)methylene]amino}-2,3-
d i h y d r o - 1 H - b e n z o [ b ] x a n t h e n - 4 -
yl)methylene]hydrazono}methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-
b e n z o [ b ] x a n t h e n - 1 2 - y l ] - N , N -
dimethylimidoformamide batochromically shift the
absorbance maxima at lower pH. The observed
intensification of color can be attributed to the
protonation of the azomethine nitrogen atom and a
change in the hybridization of the orbital carrying
the unpaired electron pair of the azomethine nitrogen
atom, which transitions from the sp2 orbital to the

Fig. 3. The absorption spectra of compound 4 in neutral and

acidic media

Fig. 4. The photograph depicts solutions of compound 4 in

MeCN with and without CF3CO2H

Notes: * – absorption maxima (λAbs-max) and extinction coefficients (εmax) were determined experimentally; ** – the red line of self-

absorption; *** – Eg
opt is the optical energy gap of the HOMO-LUMO transition calculated on the basis of the wavelength of the red

limit of intrinsic absorption [15].

Spectral characteristics* of compound 4 in MeCN solution with the addition of TFA

TFA equivalent, 
eq. λAbs-max, nm λonset

abs, nm** Eg
opt, еV*** εmax⋅104, M–1⋅сm–1 

0 508 615 2.02 3.68 
1 615 732 1.72 4.12 
2 570 630 1.97 4.20 

2+2 eq. Et3N 508 – – – 

unhybridized p-orbital. This latter orbital is capable
of conjugation with the xanthene fragment. The
synthesized dyes have potential utility as pH indicators
for acidic media.
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ÍÎÂ² ÊÑÀÍÒÅÍÎÏÎÄ²ÁÍ² ÁÀÐÂÍÈÊÈ ßÊ
pH-²ÍÄÈÊÀÒÎÐÈ ÍÀ ÊÈÑËÅ ÑÅÐÅÄÎÂÈÙÅ

 Ñ.À. Âàðåíè÷åíêî, À.Â. Êîâòóí, Î.Ê. Ôàðàò

Ó ö³é ðîáîò³ ðàí³øå íåâ³äîìèé àëüäàçèí, N’-[4-((E)-
{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-(äèìåòèëàì³íî)ìåòèëåí]àì³íî]-2,3-äèã³ä-
ðî-1H-áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-4-³ë)ìåòèëåí]ã³äðàçîíî}ìåòèë]-2,3-
äèã³äðî-1H-áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-12-³ë]-N,N-äèìåòèë³ì³äîôîð-
ìàì³ä, îäåðæàíî ðåàêö³ºþ â³äïîâ³äíîãî àëüäåã³äó ç ã³äðà-
çèí ã³äðàòîì. Äîñë³äæåíî ñïåêòðàëüí³ õàðàêòåðèñòèêè äâîõ
àçîìåòèíîâèõ áàðâíèê³â: N,N-äèìåòèë-N’-{4-[(E)-(ôåí³-
ë³ì³íî)ìåòèë]-2,3-äèã³äðî-1H-êñàíòåí-9-³ë}³ì³äîôîðìàì³äó
³ N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-(äèìåòèëàì³íî)ìåòèëåí]àì³-
íî]-2,3-äèã³äðî-1H-áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-4-³ë)ìåòèëåí]ã³äðàçî-
íî}ìåòèë]-2,3-äèã³äðî-1H-áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-12-³ë]-N,N-äè-
ìåòèë³ì³äîôîðìàì³äó. Îáèäâà áàðâíèêè áàòîõðîìíî çì³-
ùóþòü ìàêñèìóìè ïîãëèíàííÿ ïðè çíèæåíí³ ðÍ. Ïîãëèá-
ëåííÿ çàáàðâëåííÿ, ÿêå ñïîñòåð³ãàºòüñÿ, ìîæíà ïîÿñíèòè
ïðîòîíóâàííÿì àçîìåòèíîâîãî àòîìà àçîòó ç³ çì³íîþ ã³áðè-
äèçàö³¿ îðá³òàë³ ç íåñïàðåíîþ ïàðîþ åëåêòðîí³â àçîìåòèíî-
âîãî àòîìà í³òðîãåíó ç sp2 íà íåã³áðèäèçîâàíó ð-îðá³òàëü,
ÿêà çäàòíà äî êîí’þãàö³¿ ç êñàíòåíîâèì ôðàãìåíòîì. Êîë³ð
N,N-äèìåòèë-N’-{4-[(E)-(ôåí³ë³ì³íî)ìåòèë]-2,3-äèã³äðî-
1Í-êñàíòåí-9-³ë}³ì³äîôîðìàì³äó çì³íþºòüñÿ ç æîâòîãî íà
÷åðâîíèé ïðè çíèæåíí³ ðÍ ðîç÷èíó, à N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-
[(12-{[(1E)-(äèìåòèëàì³íî)ìåòèëåí]àì³íî]-2,3-äèã³äðî-1Í-
áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-4-³ë)ìåòèëåí]ã³äðàçîíî}ìåòèë]-2,3-äèã³äðî-
1H-áåíçî[b]êñàíòåí-12-³ë]-N,N-äèìåòèë³ì³äîôîðìàì³ä â
àíàëîã³÷íèõ óìîâàõ çì³íþº êîë³ð ðîç÷èíó ç ÷åðâîíîãî íà
ñèí³é. Çãàäàí³ áàðâíèêè ïîòåíö³éíî ïåðñïåêòèâí³ ÿê ðÍ-
³íäèêàòîðè íà êèñëå ñåðåäîâèùå. Âîíè òàêîæ çì³íþþòü
êîë³ð íå ëèøå ïðè çíèæåíí³ ðÍ ðîç÷èíó, àëå é ïðè äîäà-
âàíí³ ñîëåé ïåðåõ³äíèõ ìåòàë³â.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà : êñàíòåíîïîä³áí³ áàðâíèêè,
pH-³íäèêàòîð, àì³äèí, àçîìåòèí, àçèí, êèñëå ñåðåäîâèùå.
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In this work, a previously unknown aldazine, N’-[4-((E)-
{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-(dimethylamino)methylene]amino]amino}-2,3-
d i h y d r o - 1 H - b e n z o [ b ] x a n t h e n e - 4 -
y l )me thy l ene ]hydrazone }methy l ] -2 ,3-d ihyd ro-1H-
benzo[b]xanthene-12-yl]-N,N-dimethylimidoforma-mide was
synthesized by reacting the corresponding aldehyde with hydrazine
hydrate. The spectral characteristics of the two azomethine dyes
were studied: N,N-dimethyl-N’-{4-[(E)-(phenylimino)methyl]-
2,3-dihydro-1H-xanthen-9-yl}imidoformamide and N’-[4-((E)-
{(2Z)-[(12-{[(1E)-(dimethylamino)methylene]amino]-2,3-
d i h y d r o - 1 H - b e n z o [ b ] x a n t h e n - 4 - y l ) m e t h y -
lene]hydrazono}methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-benzo[b]xanthen-12-
yl]-N,N-dimethylimidoformamide. Both dyes exhibit a
bathochromic shift in their absorption maxima at lower pH levels.
The observed deepening of the color can be attributed to the
protonation of the azomethine nitrogen atom and the change in
the hybridization of the orbital that carries the unpaired electron
pair of the azomethine nitrogen atom, switching from the sp2

orbital to the unhybridized p-orbital, which is capable of
conjugation with the xanthene fragment. The color of N,N-
dimethyl-N’-{4-[(E)-(phenylimino)methyl]-2,3-dihydro-1H-
xanthen-9-yl}imidoformamide changes from yellow to red as
the pH decreases, while the color of N’-[4-((E)-{(2Z)-[(12-
{[(1E)-(dimethylamino)methylene]amino]-2,3-dihydro-1H-
benzo[b]xanthen-4-yl)methylene]hydrazono}methyl]-2,3-
d i h y d r o - 1 H - b e n z o [ b ] x a n t h e n - 1 2 - y l ] - N , N -
dimethylimidoformamide shifts from red to blue. The synthesized
dyes have potential as pH indicators in acidic environments. These
dyes demonstrate a color change not only in response to pH
reduction but also in the presence of transition metal salts.

Keywords: xanthene-like dyes; pH indicator; azomethine;
azine; acidic media.
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