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This paper presents further development of sonoluminescence spectroscopy, a novel

method of chemical analysis. In particular, the application of ultrahigh-frequency

(≥10.0 MHz) ultrasound for the initiation of sonoluminescence was considered for detecting

the content of the main substance in natural brines and highly concentrated technological

solutions. The influence of the initiating ultrasound frequency on the intensity of

sonoluminescence of CsCl, LiCl, and NaCl was established. The identity of the processes

of cavitation bubble formation and collapse in solutions of alkali metal chlorides was

demonstrated. It was shown that the maximum intensity of sonoluminescence for alkali

metal chlorides is reached at an ultrasound frequency of 20–22 MHz. A technique has

been developed for determining the content of Cs, Li, and Na in highly concentrated

technological solutions and brines using ultrahigh-frequency ultrasound to initiate

sonoluminescence. The validity of the method was verified by analyzing the same samples

with alternative methods: gravimetry and sonoluminescence spectroscopy using both

high- and low-frequency ultrasound for sonoluminescence initiation.
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Introduction

The basis of the sonoluminescence spectroscopy
method of chemical analysis is the physical
phenomenon of sonoluminescence – the emission of
light that occurs in a liquid under the action of
cavitation processes. This phenomenon arises as a
result of heating of the vapor–gas mixture inside a
cavitation bubble during its rapid shrinkage or collapse:
the temperature at certain points inside the bubble
can reach 10,0000C, while the average temperature is
about 2,7000C [1–5]. The sonoluminescence spectrum
consists of the following components [6–10]:

1) a band corresponding to the emission of an
excited water molecule, H2O

*
→H2O+hν (265–280 nm);

2) a band originating from the emission of the

excited hydroxyl radical, OH*
→OH–+hν (300–315 nm),

as well as lines of alkali and alkaline earth metals;
3) chemiluminescence of some organic

compounds formed along with radical products of
water splitting;

4) bands associated with the emission of metals.
Analytical chemistry currently employs

components 1, 3, and 4 of the sonoluminescence
spectrum [1,4,6]. Among these, the method of
sonoluminescence spectroscopy based on the emission
lines of metals has become the most widely used.
Researchers in [1,6–13] studied sonoluminescence as
a source of an analytical signal: the emission spectra
of individual elements.

It was experimentally determined that individual
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sonoluminescence spectra can be obtained only for
elements whose metallic state is characterized by a
boiling point of about 2,7000C and an ionization
energy of approximately 7.65 eV [1,6].

Sonoluminescence spectroscopy is one of the
most effective methods for determining the content
of the main component in highly concentrated
technological solutions and natural brines [11–13].
When low-frequency (LF) ultrasound (20–100 kHz)
is applied to induce sonoluminescence, the
determination of the main component in highly
concentrated technological solutions (400–600 g/dm3)
yields results with a relative standard deviation (Sr) in
the range of 0.092–0.141, depending on the
concentration of the substance being determined [11].

When high-frequency (HF) ultrasound
(500 kHz–5 MHz) is used to induce sonoluminescence,
the determination yields results with a relative standard
deviation of 0.056–0.080, depending on the
concentration of the determined substance [14].

The application of sonoluminescence
spectroscopy for determining the content of the main
component in underground sodium chloride brines
(at depths of 300–350 m) has been reported [1].
High-frequency ultrasound with a frequency of
500 kHz–5.0 MHz was used to induce
sonoluminescence. In comparison with low-frequency
ultrasound (18–100 kHz), the metrological
characteristics of the analysis improved significantly.
Specifically, the relative standard deviation, Sr, for
determining the main component in underground
brines decreased from 0.091–0.140 to 0.055–0.082.

The improvement in the metrological
characteristics of the analysis results for determining
the main component in highly concentrated
technological solutions (400–600 g/dm3) and natural
brines when using HF ultrasound to initiate
sonoluminescence, compared with LF ultrasound, can
be explained by:

1) the higher stability of piezoelectric ultrasonic
emitters relative to magnetostrictive ones;

2) differences in the formation and collapse of
cavitation bubbles under HF ultrasound, where larger
bubbles with a smaller total volume are produced
compared with LF ultrasound.

The latter factor leads to a substantial
(20–100-fold) reduction in the sensitivity of
determining the main component in highly
concentrated solutions and, consequently, to a lower
relative standard deviation in the analysis of solutions
with concentrations ≥400 g/dm3 [11,13].

Rapid and accurate determination of the main
component content in highly concentrated solutions
is of great importance for the nuclear power sector

and other industries. In nuclear power plants, it is
directly related to the safety and efficiency of nuclear
reactors that employ cooling systems based on salt
coolants such as «CsCl-1» (600 g/dm3), «CsCl-2»
(400 g/dm3), and «LiCl» (400 g/dm3) [1,2,14]. In
the salt industry, it is essential to maintain the effective
thermophysical performance of vacuum evaporation
units.

This work is devoted to the further development
of sonoluminescence spectroscopy and explores the
possibility of using sonoluminescence spectroscopy
with the initiation of the sonoluminescence by
ultrahigh-frequency (UHF) ultrasound to determine
the content of the main component in highly
concentrated technological solutions and natural brines.

Experimental

A sonoluminescence spectrometer based on an
AAS-3 atomic absorption spectrometer (Germany)
was employed [1,11]. In this setup, a reactor with
piezoelectric emitters for ultrasound generation was
used instead of a burner or graphite furnace. Ultrasonic
oscillations were generated by piezoelectric emitters
operating at frequencies of 10, 15, 18, 22, and
25 MHz, connected to a 24-UZGI-K-1.6 M tube
generator, which allows adjustment of ultrasound
frequencies from 10 to 25 MHz [6]. Certified
piezoelectric emitters manufactured by the experimental
machine-building plant of the Ukrainian Research
Institute of the Salt Industry were used.

The solutions were saturated with high-purity
argon. Chemically pure sodium chloride for spectral
analysis was used. Other reagents were of analytical
grade. The solutions were prepared using distilled water.

Methodology of the experiment
Synthetic sodium chloride brines with NaCl

concentrations of 200, 400, and 600 g/dm3 (analogues
of underground brines from the Drohobych deposit)
were prepared in the reactor under a pressure of
2.5 atm [1,11]. Salt coolants used in nuclear power
plants, «CsCl-1», «CsCl-2», and «LiCl», with main
component concentrations of 400, 600, and
400 g/dm3, respectively, were maintained in the reactor
under the same pressure [14]. Natural brines from
the Slavyansk and Drohobych deposits (Ukraine) were
also handled in the reactor under a pressure of
2.5 atm.

To study the dependence of the sonoluminescence
intensity of sodium, lithium, and cesium chlorides
on the frequency of the initiating ultrasound, solutions
of CsCl, LiCl, and NaCl with concentrations of 100
and 200 g/L, as well as a LiCl solution at 600 g/L,
were additionally used.

A 1000 mL portion of the analyzed solution,
under a pressure of 2.5 atm, was introduced into a
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1200 mL chamber and saturated with argon for
5 min. The solution was then cooled to 20±10C. The
analyzed solutions were continuously saturated with
argon (flow rate 20 mL/min) for 0.5 h. The parameters
were influenced by ultrasound. The sonoluminescence
spectrometer was adjusted to the appropriate analytical
lines of Na, Cs, and Li as described in [11,14], and
the content of the main component was determined.
During the experiments, the argon supply was
maintained to prevent degassing of the solution.
Experiments on the effect of ultrasound frequency on
the sonoluminescence intensity were carried out using
the maximum possible ultrasound intensity of
20 W/cm, limited by the capabilities of the equipment,
including the mechanical strength of the ultrasound
emitter [14].

The contents of CsCl and LiCl in the salt
coolants of NPPs, «CsCl-1», «CsCl-2», and «LiCl»,
were determined using the calibration graph method.
Calibration solutions were prepared from analytically
pure reagents by dissolving them in distilled water in
a pressure reactor at 2.5 atm [11,14].

The calibration graph method was also applied
to the analysis of sodium chloride brines from the
Slavyansk and Drohobych deposits, as well as synthetic
NaCl brines. In this case, calibration solutions were
prepared from analytically pure reagents for spectral
analysis by dissolving them in distilled water in a
reactor under a pressure of 2.5 atm. For the analysis
of natural brines from the Slavyansk and Drohobych
deposits, the same amounts of humic and fulvic acids
present in these brines were added to the calibration
solutions. Specifically, for the Slavyansk brines, humic
acids were added at 0.014 mg/L and fulvic acids at
1.07 mg/L, whereas for the Drohobych brines, humic
acids were added at 0.035 mg/L and fulvic acids at
8.74 mg/L [11,14].

Results and discussion

It was found in sonoluminescence spectroscopy
that the frequency of ultrasound used to initiate
sonoluminescence significantly affects the intensity
of sonoluminescence of CsCl, LiCl, and NaCl
(Table 1). The intensity of sonoluminescence for these
chlorides changed as the ultrasound frequency was
varied from 10 MHz to 25 MHz. When the frequency
increased from 10 to 15 MHz, the sonoluminescence
intensity of all studied chlorides decreased sharply.
Subsequently, the intensity steadily increased for all
chlorides, reaching a maximum at 20–22 MHz, and
then decreased sharply again. This behavior indicates
that the processes of formation and collapse of
cavitation bubbles are similar in solutions of all alkali
metal chlorides [1,8–10].

Table 1 also shows that the dependence of

sonoluminescence intensity on analyte concentration
in the range of 100–600 g/L is linear when ultrasound
with frequencies of 18–25 MHz is used. In contrast,
when ultrasound at 10 or 15 MHz is applied, the
intensity vs. concentration dependence at ultra-high
concentrations (600 g/L) is non-linear.

It should also be noted that the sonoluminescence
intensity of NaCl brines from different deposits
differs from that of synthetic brines. This can be
explained by the following: 1) variations in
NaCl concentration in brines from different deposits
(387–406 g/dm3); 2) the presence of organic
impurities, humic and fulvic acids, in natural brines,
which affect the sonoluminescence intensity. At the
same time, the sonoluminescence intensity of the
less concentrated brine from the Drohobych deposit
(mineralization: 389 g/dm3; average humic
acid content: 0.035 mg/dm3; fulvic acid content:
8.74 mg/dm3) is higher than that of the Slavyansk
deposit (mineralization: 408 g/dm3; average humic
acid content: 0.014 mg/dm3; fulvic acid content:
1.07 mg/dm3) [1].

The sonoluminescence intensity of CsCl, LiCl,
and NaCl increased with rising ultrasound intensity,
reaching its maximum at 20 W/cm2, which is
constrained by the mechanical strength of currently
available piezoelectric emitters [1] (Table 2).

Thus, the potential of using UHF ultrasound in
sonoluminescence spectroscopy for the determination
of the main component in highly concentrated
technological solutions and brines was demonstrated,
and the relative standard deviation of the analysis
results was found to depend on the ultrasound frequency
(Table 3).

From Table 3, it can be seen that increasing the
frequency of ultrasound used to initiate
sonoluminescence improves the reproducibility and
accuracy of determining the analyte concentration.
However, a higher ultrasound frequency also reduces
the sensitivity of the determination and shifts the
linear range of the analyte concentration vs.
sonoluminescence intensity dependence toward higher
concentrations (Table 1). This results in improved
reproducibility and accuracy for high-concentration
analytes. Conversely, lower ultrasound frequencies
increase the sensitivity of the determination, but for
high analyte concentrations (>200 g/L), the
measurements fall within the nonlinear region of the
sonoluminescence intensity vs. concentration
dependence [1], which reduces reproducibility and
accuracy.

The optimal ultrasound frequency is 20–22 MHz,
at which the best balance between sonoluminescence
intensity and the operational stability of the
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piezoelectric ultrasound emitter is observed
(Tables 1–3) [1,11].

Thus, a method for determining the main
component in highly concentrated solutions of alkali
metal chlorides and in natural NaCl brines has been
developed. The accuracy of this method was verified
by analyzing the same samples using the gravimetric
method (Table 3). Sonoluminescence spectroscopy
employing UHF ultrasound to initiate
sonoluminescence provides improved metrological
characteristics compared to the method using LF or
HF ultrasound. While the gravimetric method exhibits
nearly the same metrological performance as UHF
sonoluminescence spectroscopy, it is less suitable for
rapid analysis.

Conclusions

The use of ultra-high frequency ultrasound to
initiate sonoluminescence in sonoluminescence
spectroscopy was investigated. Ultrasound with
frequencies of 10–25 MHz was applied to initiate
sonoluminescence for determining the main
component in natural brines and highly concentrated
technological solutions, including salt coolants of
nuclear power plants: «CsCl-1», «CsCl-2», and
«LiCl», with main component concentrations of 400,
600, and 400 g/dm3, respectively.

Methods for determining Cs, Li, and Na in
highly concentrated technological solutions and natural
brines were developed. The relative standard deviation
of the results decreases with increasing ultrasound
frequency up to 20–22 MHz at an intensity of

Table 1

Dependence of the sonoluminescence intensity of sodium, lithium, and cesium chlorides on the frequency of the initiating

ultrasound*

Note: * – àveraged results of six experiments are presented. Ultrasound intensity is 20 W/cm2, and the solution temperature is    

20±10C.

Table 2

Dependence of the sonoluminescence intensity of sodium, lithium, and cesium chlorides on the intensity of the initiating

ultrasound

Sonoluminescence intensity (arbitrary units) at 

different ultrasound intensity Sample and solution concentration, g/dm
3
 

17 W/cm
2
 18 W/cm

2
 19 W/cm

2
 20 W/cm

2
 

Coolant "CsCl-1", 400 23.15 26.33 31.05 35.23 

Coolant "CsCl-2", 600 36.03 40.76 46.50 52.84 

Coolant "LiCl", 400 6.71 7.95 8.96 10.16 

NaCl solution, 400 2.54 2.73 3.55 4.03 

NaCl solution, 600 3.85 4.06 5.32 6.01 

NaCl solution of Slovyansk deposit, 408 2.57 3.08 4.03 4.20 

NaCl solution of Drogobych deposit, 389 2.79 3.21 3.23 3.38 
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20 W/cm2.
The accuracy of the developed method was

verified by comparison with gravimetric analysis and
sonoluminescence spectroscopy using low-frequency
and high-frequency ultrasound.

REFERENCES

1. Sonoluminescence in chemical analysis: monograph /

Yurchenko O.I., Chernozhuk T.V., Baklanova L.V., Baklanov O.M.

– Kharkiv: V.N. Karazin KhNU, 2016. – 112 p.

2. Suslick K.S., Flannigan D.J. Inside a collapsing bubble:

sonoluminescence and the conditions during cavitation // Annu.

Rev. Phys. Chem. – 2008. – Vol.59. – P.659-683.

3. Continuous self-assembly of carbon nanotube thin films

and their composites for supercapacitors / Cheng H., Koh K.L.P.,

Peng L., Thang T.Q., Duong H.M. // Colloids Surf.

A Physicochem. Eng. Asp. – 2015. – Vol.481. – P.626-632.

4. Liu Y., Li G.Y. Developing a new spectroscopy analytical

måthod – sonoluminescence // Guang Pu Xue Yu Guang Pu

Fen Xi. – 2002. – Vol.22. – No. 6. – P.1030-1032.

5. Suslick K.S. Sonoluminescence and sonochemistry.

In: Meyers RA, editor. Encyclopedia of physical science and

technology (third edition). – San Diego: Academic Press, Inc.,

2001.

6. Yurchenko O., Baklanov A., Chernozhuk T. Chemical

applications of ultrasound. On the use of ultrasound in the analyses

and technology of brines and sodium chloride solutions. – Lambert

Academic Publishing, 2021. – 185 p.

7. Schlender M., Minke K., Schuchmann H.P .

Sono-chemiluminescence (SCL) in a high-pressure double stage

homogenization processes // Chem. Eng. Sci. – 2016. – Vol.142.

– P.1-11.

8. Spectroscopy of sonoluminescence and sonochemistry

in water saturated with N2-Ar mixtures / Ouerhani T.,

Pflieger R., Messaoud W.B., Nikitenko S.I. // J. Phys. Chem.

B. – 2015. – Vol.119. – No. 52. – P.15885-15891.

9. Multibubble sonochemistry and sonoluminescence at

100 khz: the missing link between low- and high-frequency

ultrasound / Ji R., Pflieger R., Virot M., Nikitenko S.I. //

J. Phys. Chem. B. – 2018. – Vol.122. – No. 27. – P.6989-

6994.

10. Ultrasound/chlorine: a novel synergistic sono-hybrid

process for Allura Red AC degradation / Hamdaoui O.,

Merouani S., Benmahmoud H.C., Ait Idir M., Ferkous H.,

Alghyamah A. // Catalysts. – 2022. – Vol.12. – Art. No. 1171.

11. Sonoluminescence spectroscopy for the analysis of natural

brine / Yurchenko O.I., Chernozhuk Ò.V., Baklanov A.N.,

Cherginets V.L., Rebrova T.P., Ponomarenko T.V., et al. //

Anal. Lett. – 2023. – Vol.57. – No. 11. – P.1789-1797.

12. Single-bubble sonoluminescence under different acoustic

pressure in ethanol aqueous solutions / Cui W.C., Chen W.Z.,

Zhou C., Qi S.B., Liang J.F., Tu J. // Chin. Sci. Bull. – 2013.

– Vol.58. – No. 2. – P.141-145.

13. Bhangu S.K., Ashokkumar M. Theory of sonochemistry

// Top. Curr. Chem. (Cham). – 2016. – Vol.374. – No. 4. –

Art. No. 56.

Table 3

Results of determining the main component in brines and highly concentrated technological solutions (n=6; P=0.95)

Determined value, g/dm
3
 

By sonoluminеscence method 
By gravimetric 

method [6] 

US 22.0 кHz US 12.0 МHz US 22.0 МHz 

Sample, 

concentration, g/dm
3
 

Addition, 

g/dm
3
 

C
 Sr C

 Sr C
 Sr 

C
 Sr 

– 381 0.042 392 0.032 398 0.011 397 0.011 
Coolant "LiCl", 400 

50 412 0.044 428 0.031 441 0.012 442 0.012 

– 381 0.042 391 0.026 392 0.011 394 0.011 Coolant "CsCl-1", 

400 50 402 0.041 421 0.027 443 0.013 448 0.010 

– 571 0.042 572 0.037 591 0.012 594 0.011 Coolant "CsCl-1", 

400 100 646 0.047 687 0.038 692 0.013 673 0.011 

– 381 0.045 388 0.032 404 0.016 402 0.012 NaCl solution of 

Slovyansk deposit, 

408 
50 412 0.044 423 0.033 448 0.017 446 0.012 

– 364 0.051 375 0.035 381 0.017 381 0.013 NaCl solution of 

Slovyansk deposit, 

408 
50 402 0.052 418 0.034 431 0.015 433 0.014 

– 374 0.051 383 0.033 391 0.014 393 0.012 
NaCl solution, 400 

50 402 0.053 421 0.033 442 0.015 442 0.013 

– 558 0.051 572 0.037 589 0.016 591 0.011 
NaCl solution, 400 

100 617 0.053 678 0.037 681 0.015 649 0.011 
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ÑÎÍÎËÞÌ²ÍÅÑÖÅÍÒÍÀ ÑÏÅÊÒÐÎÑÊÎÏ²ß Ç
²Í²Ö²ÀË²ÇÀÖ²ªÞ ÑÎÍÎËÞÌ²ÍÅÑÖÅÍÖ²¯
ÍÀÄÂÈÑÎÊÎ×ÀÑÒÎÒÍÈÌ ÓËÜÒÐÀÇÂÓÊÎÌ:
ÂÈÇÍÀ×ÅÍÍß ÂÌ²ÑÒÓ ÎÑÍÎÂÍÎ¯ ÐÅ×ÎÂÈÍÈ Ó
ÂÈÑÎÊÎÊÎÍÖÅÍÒÐÎÂÀÍÈÕ ÐÎÇ×ÈÍÀÕ

Ò.Â. ×åðíîæóê

Ïðîäîâæåíî äîñë³äæåííÿ íîâîãî ìåòîäó àíàë³çó 
«ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíòíà ñïåêòðîñêîï³ÿ», íà ïðèêëàä³ âèçíà÷åí-
íÿ âì³ñòó îñíîâíî¿ ðå÷îâèíè â ïðèðîäíèõ ðîçñîëàõ ³ 
òåõíîëîã³÷íèõ âèñîêîêîíöåíòðîâàíèõ ðîç÷èíàõ, ç âèêî-
ðèñòàííÿì äëÿ ³í³ö³àë³çàö³¿ ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³¿ óëüòðàçâóêó 
íàäâèñîêèõ ÷àñòîò (≥10,0 ÌÃö). Âñòàíîâëåíî çàêîíîì³ðíîñò³ 
âïëèâó ÷àñòîòè ³í³ö³þþ÷îãî ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³þ óëüòðà-
çâóêó íà ³íòåíñèâí³ñòü ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³¿ õëîðèä³â öåç³þ, 
ë³ò³þ òà íàòð³þ. Äîâåäåíî òîòîæí³ñòü ïðîöåñ³â óòâîðåííÿ ³ 
ñõëîïóâàííÿ êàâ³òàö³éíèõ ïóõèðö³â äëÿ ðîç÷èí³â õëîðèä³â 
ëóæíèõ ìåòàë³â. Ïîêàçàíî, ùî ìàêñèìóìè ³íòåíñèâíîñò³ 
ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³¿ äëÿ õëîðèä³â ëóæíèõ ìåòàë³â äîñÿãà-
þòüñÿ ïðè ÷àñòîò³ óëüòðàçâóêó 20–22 ÌÃö. Ðîçðîáëåíî 
ìåòîäèêó âèçíà÷åííÿ âì³ñòó öåç³þ, ë³ò³þ ³ íàòð³þ ó âèñî-
êîêîíöåíòðîâàíèõ òåõíîëîã³÷íèõ ðîç÷èíàõ òà ðîçñîëàõ ç 
âèêîðèñòàííÿì óëüòðàçâóêó íàäâèñîêî¿ ÷àñòîòè äëÿ ³í³-
ö³àë³çàö³¿ ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³¿. Ïðàâèëüí³ñòü ìåòîäèêè ïå-
ðåâ³ðÿëè àíàë³çîì îäíèõ ³ òèõ æå ïðîá àëüòåðíàòèâíèìè 
ìåòîäàìè: ãðàâ³ìåòð³ºþ, ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíòíîþ ñïåêòðîñêî-
ï³ºþ ç âèêîðèñòàííÿì äëÿ ³í³ö³àë³çàö³¿ ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³¿ 
óëüòðàçâóêó âèñîêî¿ òà óëüòðàçâóêó íèçüêî¿ ÷àñòîò.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ñîíîëþì³íåñöåíö³ÿ, êàâ³òàö³éí³
ïóõèðö³, âèñîêîêîíöåíòðîâàí³ ðîç÷èíè, ïðèðîäí³ ðîçñîëè,
óëüòðàçâóê, â³äíîñíå ñòàíäàðòíå â³äõèëåííÿ.
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This paper presents further development of
sonoluminescence spectroscopy, a novel method of chemical
analysis. In particular, the application of ultrahigh-frequency
(≥10.0 MHz) ultrasound for the initiation of sonoluminescence
was considered for detecting the content of the main substance in
natural brines and highly concentrated technological solutions.
The influence of the initiating ultrasound frequency on the intensity
of sonoluminescence of CsCl, LiCl, and NaCl was established.
The identity of the processes of cavitation bubble formation and
collapse in solutions of alkali metal chlorides was demonstrated.
It was shown that the maximum intensity of sonoluminescence
for alkali metal chlorides is reached at an ultrasound frequency of
20–22 MHz. A technique has been developed for determining
the content of Cs, Li, and Na in highly concentrated technological
solutions and brines using ultrahigh-frequency ultrasound to initiate
sonoluminescence. The validity of the method was verified by
analyzing the same samples with alternative methods: gravimetry
and sonoluminescence spectroscopy using both high- and low-
frequency ultrasound for sonoluminescence initiation.

Keywords: sonoluminescence; cavitation bubbles; highly
concentrated solutions; natural brines; ultrasound; relative standard
deviation.
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