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This paper presents the optimization of alumina cement formulations and an experimental

investigation of the physical, mechanical, and technical properties of high performance,

heat resistant cements derived from the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO system. Compositions

were optimized using a simplex lattice experimental design and visualized with

composition–property simplex diagrams. The studies were carried out based on the

tetrahedron compounds CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl4O7–CaAl2O4 to simultaneously enhance

the heat resistance and strength of the developed combinations. All three-component

cross-sections in the defined tetrahedron of the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO system were

evaluated and optimal formulations were identified within the following ranges (wt.%):

CoAl2O4 5–30; NiAl2O4 5–30; CaAl4O7 20–40; and CaAl2O4 20–50. Physicomechanical

testing determined the most promising composition to be (wt.%): CaAl2O4 50;

CoAl2O4 20; and NiAl2O4 30. This cement exhibits a high strength at the age of 28 days of

curing (62 MPa) and fire resistance up to 17200C. The refractory spinel containing alumina

cement was synthesized using industrial chemical wastes as raw materials. The results

demonstrate that these resource saving refractory cements meet all relevant standards

and offer competitive performance. Employing recycled raw materials enables the

development of novel refractory binders and contributes to improved environmental

conditions in Ukraine’s industrial regions.
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Introduction
In recent years, industries using high-temperature

equipment have seen a significant rise in the
production and use of refractory cements, particularly
those incorporating waste byproducts. This trend has
led to considerable savings in raw materials, energy,
and labor. In this context, the development of efficient
refractory materials based on alumina cements –
derived from chemical industry waste and formulated
with a predefined set of operational and special
characteristics – appears promising. Therefore, the
research into utilizing chemical industry waste, such

as wastewater treatment residues and spent catalyst
carriers, which contain components similar to those
of traditional raw materials for producing alumina
cement, is of great interest. The use of secondary raw
materials will create new high-temperature binding
materials that can withstand aggressive environments
and elevated temperatures by forming hydraulically
active and spinel compounds during synthesis. This
approach also promises to significantly improve the
environmental situation in industrial regions of
Ukraine.

From this perspective, optimizing the
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formulations and studying the physical-mechanical
properties of composition in the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–
NiO system is highly relevant, as its compounds can
serve as key constituents in heat-resistant cements
produced using various combinations of industrial waste
as raw materials.

The objective of this work is to experimentally
optimize the compositions and explore the physical-
mechanical and technical properties of high-
performance heat-resistant cements based on
compositions within the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
system.

To achieve this goal, theoretical studies on the
subsolidus structure of the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
system have been carried out. The geometric-
topological characteristics of its phases were defined,
allowing for the development of binders with a set of
specific characteristics based on the compounds of
this system [1,2].

It has been noted that during hydration of such
cements, calcium aluminates are the main hydraulically
active compounds. Formation of hydroaluminates of
varying degrees of activity during hardening imparts
high strength to the cement matrix and enhances its
resistance to aggressive sulfate environments, while
the presence of cobalt aluminate contributes to higher
operating temperatures and high electrochemical
stability. At the same time, presence of nickel spinel
contributes to exceptional hardness and structural
stability, as well as enhanced resistance to mechanical
wear. Furthermore, both spinels can impart unique
properties such as magnetic and electrical conductivity,
finding applications in energy storage and conversion
technologies. Presence of pure oxides in the cement
compositions is undesirable, as they may transform
during service, making the consideration of tetrahedra
containing these phases technically unfeasible. Among
the tetrahedra containing technologically significant
phases, the largest volume is associated with
CaAl12O19–CoAl 2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl 4O7 and
CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl4O7–CaAl2O4, which has led
to the development of specialized binders based on
the compounds of these selected tetrahedra. The
theoretical justification for choosing these sections was
based on the calculation of melting temperatures and

eutectic compositions [3,4].
Since the first section includes three hydraulically

inert compounds, composition optimization was
conducted based on the CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl4O7–
CaAl2O4 tetrahedron to simultaneously enhance heat
resistance and strength. Therefore, studying this region
of the four-component CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
system is of interest from the standpoint of predicting
cement properties and optimizing their compositions.

Experimental

To synthesize samples with the desired phase
composition, raw mixtures were successively ground,
mixed, and fired. The grinding and mixing of raw
materials were carried out in a laboratory ball mill
using the «wet method» (slurry water content of
50 wt.%). The fineness of grinding was monitored by
sieve analysis (complete pass through sieve No. 006).
Prior to firing, the raw mixtures were formed by
double-sided pressing under a specific pressure of
60–80 MPa. The samples were fired in a furnace
with silicon-carbide heating elements at the specified
synthesis temperatures with isothermal holding.
Temperature measurements during calcination were
made using a platinum-platinum-rhodium
thermocouple. The completeness of synthesis of
compounds was monitored by X-ray phase analysis
and chemical analysis, ensuring no free oxides of
calcium, cobalt, and nickel were present [6].

Physical-mechanical tests of the cements were
conducted according to Strelkov’s small sample method
[6], and optimal cement compositions were tested
in accordance with the following state standards:
DSTU EN 196-1:2019 Methods of testing cement.
Part 1: Determination of strength 1,
DSTU B EN 196-3:2015 Methods of cement testing.
Part 3: Determination of setting time and soundness2,
and DSTU B EN 196-6:2015 Methods of testing
cement. Part 6: Determination of fineness3. The
refractory properties of the developed materials were
determined according to the ISO 528:19834.

Optimization of compositions was carried out
using the simplex-lattice method of experimental
design, with the Office Excel software package. Simplex
diagrams of «composition vs. property» were constructed
using the Triangle V.1.0 software package [5].

1 DSTU EN 196-1:2019 (EN 196-1:2016, IDT). Methods of testing cement. Part 1: Determination of strength. (2020.01.01).

34 p.
2 DSTU B EN 196-3:2015 (EN 196-3:2005+À1:2008, IDT).Methods of cement testing. Part 3: Determination of setting time and

soundness. (2016.07.01). 18 p.
3 DSTU B EN 196-6:2015 (EN 196-6:2010, IDT). Methods of testing cement. Part 6: Determination of fineness. (2016.07.01).

24 p.
4 ISO 528:1983. Refractory products. Determination of pyrometric cone equivalent (refractoriness). (1983.12.01). 7 p.
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Results and discussions

To achieve high-strength, heat-resistant cement,
stepwise optimization was performed in each of the
three-component sections of the chosen pseudosection
CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl4O7–CaAl2O4. To prepare
materials with the desired operational characteristics,
selection of the optimal phase ratio in the final product
and its properties was made using lattices for a third-
order incomplete polynomial. Based on experimental
data, regression equations of the «composition vs.
property» dependences were obtained, and their
adequacy was tested using Student’s test and additional
control experiments.

Based on the results of the calculations and
mathematical processing of the experiments,
«composition vs. property» diagrams have been
constructed.

The experimental design matrices are presented
in Tables 1–4. Here, the following notations are used:
Yσ compression is the compressive strength at 28 days
(MPa); and Ym is the calculated melting temperature
determined by the visual-pyrometric method from
eutectic diagrams (0C).

In the CaAl2O4–CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section, data
were obtained on the strength of water-hardened
samples and the estimated melting temperature derived
using the visual-polythermal method based on eutectic
diagrams (Table 1).

The regression equations for the «composition
vs. property» dependences are as follows:

Yσ compression=60x1+72x1x2+48x1x3+666x1x2x3,

Ym=1875x1+2253x2+2293x3–340x1x2–284x1x3–
–796x2x3–1446x1x2x3,

where õ1, õ2, õ3 are the relative contents of CaAl2O4,
CoAl2O4, and NiAl2O4, phases respectively.

The «composition vs. property» diagrams and

projections of iso-strength lines for compressive
strength and melting temperature of the compositions
in the CaAl2O4–CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4 system are shown
in Fig. 1.

From the analysis of the presented diagrams, it
is established that over 50% of the compositions,
after hardening, have a mechanical strength exceeding
50 MPa. The area of high strength characteristics is
shifted towards ÑàÀl2O4 as the only hydraulically active
phase.

The isothermal lines corresponding to melting
temperature are shifted toward the spinel phases, as
they represent the most refractory compounds.
Therefore, the region of optimal compositions in the
CaAl2O4–CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section is located near
the center of the diagram and is bounded by the
following phase contents (wt.%): CaAl2O4 20–60;
CoAl2O4 10–50; and NiAl2O4 10–50. Within this
range, compressive strength values of 40–60 MPa
and melting temperatures of 1900–19500C are
achieved.

In the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 section, data
were obtained on the strength of water-hardened
samples and the estimated melting temperature derived
using the visual-polythermal method based on eutectic
diagrams (Table 2).

The regression equations for the «composition
vs. property» dependences are as follows:

Yσ compression=49x1+45x2–8x1x2+110x1x3+62x2x3+201·x1x2x3,

Ym=1602x1+1762x2+2020x3–20x1x2–1024x1x3–
–768x2x3+396x1x2x3,

where õ1, õ2, õ3 are the relative contents of CaAl2O4,
CaAl4O7, and NiAl2O4 phases, respectively.

The «composition vs. property» diagrams and
projections of iso-strength lines for compressive
strength and melting temperature of the compositions

Table 1

Experimental design matrix for composition optimization in the CaAl2O4–CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section

Notations and physical meaning of factors 

Phases Experimental data 
Polynomial 

coefficients 
CaAl2O4 CоAl4O4 NiAl2O4 Yσ compression Ym 

η1 1 0 0 60 1875 

η2 0 1 0 0 2253 

η3 0 0 1 0 2293 

η12 0.5 0.5 0 48 1979 

η13 0.5 0 0.5 42 2013 

η23 0 0.5 0.5 0 2074 

η123 0.33 0.33 0,33 58 1929 

control point 0.2 0.3 0.5 40 1985 
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in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 system are shown
in Fig. 2.

Analysis of the diagrams shows that over 70%
of compositions exhibit compressive strengths
exceeding 40 MPa after hardening. The high-strength
region is located near the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7 segment,
which forms the basis of high-alumina cement.

Regarding melting temperatures, the isothermal
lines are shifted toward the spinel phase. In general,
70% of compositions in this section demonstrate
refractory properties.

The region of optimal compositions in the
CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 section is confined to the
following phase contents (wt.%): CaAl2O4 10–50;
CaAl4O7 30–50; and NiAl2O4 10–50. These
compositions yield compressive strengths of
40–50 MPa and melting temperatures of 1600–
16500C.

In the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 section, data
were obtained on the strength of water-hardened
samples and the estimated melting temperature derived
using the visual-polythermal method based on eutectic
diagrams (Table 3).

The regression equations for the «composition
vs. property» relationships are as follows:
Y
σ compression=60x1+32x2+8x1x2–16x1x3+8x2x3+414x1x2x3,

Ym=1870x1+2020x2+2230x3+140x1x2+100x1x3+200x2x3–
–6720x1x2x3,

where õ1, õ2, õ3 are the relative contents of CaAl2O4,
CaAl4O7, and CoAl2O4 phases, respectively.

The «composition vs. property» diagrams and
projections of iso-strength lines for compressive
strength and melting temperature of the compositions
in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 system are shown

Table 2

Experimental design matrix for composition optimization in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 section

Fig. 1. Composition vs. property diagrams in the CaAl2O4–CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section:

 a – compressive strength (MPa) vs. composition; b – melting temperature (0C) vs. composition

a b 
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in Fig. 3.
Although this section is analogous to the previous

one (comprising two hydraulically active phases and
one spinel phase), the diagrams differ slightly. The
«composition vs. compressive strength» diagram
confirms that over 70% of compositions achieve
compressive strengths above 40 MPa, with the high-
strength region located in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7 section
(the basis of alumina cement). However, the isothermal
lines of melting temperature indicate refractory
properties across all compositions in this section.

The optimal composition range in the
CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 section is defined by the
following phase contents (wt.%): CaAl2O4 10–60;
CaAl4O7 10–50; and CoAl2O4 20–50. These
compositions yield compressive strengths of
40–50 MPa and melting temperatures of
1700–20000C.

In the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 section, data
were obtained on the strength of water-hardened
samples and the estimated melting temperature derived
using the visual-polythermal method based on eutectic
diagrams (Table 4).

The regression equations for the «composition
vs. property» relationships are as follows:

Y
σ compression=32x1+8x1x2+88x1x3+207x1x2x3,

Ym=1762x1+2230x2+2020x3+316x1x2–768x1x3–
–400x2x3+3960x1x2x3,

where õ1, õ2, õ3 are the relative contents of CaAl4O7,
CîAl2O4, and NiAl2O4 phases, respectively.

The «composition vs. property» diagrams and
projections of iso-strength lines for compressive
strength and melting temperature of the compositions

Table 3

Experimental design matrix for composition optimization in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 section

Fig. 2. Composition vs. property diagram in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 section:

à – compressive strength (MPa) vs. composition; b – melting temperature (0C) vs. composition

a b 
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in the CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4–NiAl2O4 system are shown
in Fig. 4.

From the analysis of the presented diagrams, it
was established that due to the relatively low strength
of the sole hydraulically active phase CaAl4O7, the
overall mechanical strength of compositions within
the CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section does not
exceed 40 MPa. However, the general melting
temperature of the compositions in this cross-section
exceeds 17000C. Therefore, these compositions can
be classified as highly refractory, as this property
exceeds 20000C for more than 50% of the investigated
formulations. The region of optimal compositions
within the CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section is
located near the CaAl4O7–NiAl2O4 boundary and is
limited by the following phase content (wt.%):
CaAl4O7 50–70%; CoAl2O4 0–10%; and
NiAl2O4 20–50. In this region, compressive strength

values of up to 40 MPa are achieved, with melting
temperatures in the range of 1700–18000C.

Based on the computational results, to develop
refractory cements within the CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–
CaAl4O7 section of the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
system, the optimal compositions were selected to
contain (wt.%): CoAl2O4 5–30; NiAl2O4 5–30;
CaAl4O7 20–40; and CaAl2O4 20–50.

To verify the adequacy of the obtained regression
models, compressive strength and melting temperatures
were determined for control points within the various
compositional sections (Tables 1–4). As shown by
the presented data, the calculated regression equations
are adequate, since the predicted mechanical strength
and melting temperatures show satisfactory agreement
with experimental results.

For the synthesis of refractory spinel-containing
cements, raw material mixtures were prepared, and

Fig. 3. Composition vs. property diagram in the CaAl2O4–CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4 section:

a – compressive strength (MPa) vs. composition; b – melting temperature (0C) vs. composition

Table 4

Experimental design matrix for composition optimization in the CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section

a b 
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their chemical and phase compositions are presented
in Table 5.

The raw material mixtures were ground and fired
following the previously described methodology. The
firing temperature of the cements ranged between
1400–14500C depending on their phase composition,
with an isothermal hold at peak temperature maintained
for 3 hours.

Testing of the compositions was carried out using
small specimens [5], which were cured for 24 hours
under moist conditions and subsequently stored in
water. Refractoriness was determined according to the
method described in ref. [6]. The results of the

Fig. 4. Composition vs. property diagram in the CaAl4O7–ÑîAl2O4–NiAl2O4 section:

a – compressive strength (MPa) vs. composition; b – melting temperature (0C) vs. composition

physical-mechanical property tests of the synthesized
cements are presented in Table 6.

Based on the results of physical-mechanical
testing, the developed alumina cements were classified
as hydraulic binders with a standard consistency in
the range of 0.25–0.33. They are characterized as
rapid-hardening (compressive strength at 1 day of
curing ranges from 28 to 43 MPa), and high-strength
(compressive strength at 28 days ranges from 38 to
63 MPa) hydraulic materials. Moreover, more than
50% of the compositions exhibit refractoriness above
15800C.

Following the conducted studies, the optimal

Table 5

Chemical and phase composition of the developed cements

a b 
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composition was determined to contain 50 wt.%
CaAl2O4, 20 wt.% CoAl2O4, and 30 wt.% NiAl2O4. 
This cement demonstrated high compressive strength 
of 62 MPa at 28 days of curing and refractoriness of 
17200C.

The produced spinel-containing refractory
alumina cement with enhanced physical-mechanical
properties was synthesized using industrial waste as
raw materials, namely: sludge from the decarbonization
of river water in external water supply systems (CaCO3

as a main component); spent catalysts from
hydroprocessing of hydrocarbon feedstocks
(Co(Ni)Mo(W)S on a γ-Al2O3 support as main
components); and steam-air reforming of methane
(NiO on a γ-Al2O3 support as a main component).

The main physical-mechanical properties of the
developed spinel-containing alumina cement and its
comparison with the properties of the commercial
Gorkal-50 alumina cement are shown in Table 7.

The obtained results indicate that the cements
developed based on calcium, cobalt, and nickel
aluminates belong to the class of hydraulic binders
with low normal consistency, are rapid-hardening,
fast-setting, and exhibit high refractoriness. These
materials can be recommended for the production of
refractory concretes, gunning masses (shotcretes), and
mortars intended for application in high-temperature
units across various industrial sectors.

Conclusions

Based on the experimental research, the

Table 7

Comparative characteristics of the developed cements

Table 6

Physical-mechanical properties of the developed cements

Property 

Requirements 

according to the 

state standard DSTU 

B V.2.7-258:2011 

Gorkal-50 Developed cement 

Compressive strength, MPa, not less 

than, at the age of: 

– 1 day 22.5 – 42 

– 3 days 40.0 45 48 

Fineness (residue on sieve No. 008 

according to the state standard DSTU 

EN 196-6), %, not more than 

10 complete pass 

Setting time, min 

– initial, not earlier than 45 90 55 

– final, not later than 10 8 6 

Refractoriness, 
0
C, not less than 1580 1700 1720 
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physical-mechanical and technical properties of
refractory spinel-containing cements have been
determined and their compositions optimized. These
cements, developed within the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–
NiO system, exhibit high-performance characteristics.
The main physical-mechanical properties of the
developed cement are: normal consistency in the range
of 0.25–0.33; compressive strength at 1 day of curing
from 28 to 43 MPa; and compressive strength at 28
days from 38 to 63 MPa. A key technical attribute of
the majority of the developed compositions is their
refractoriness, which exceeds 15800C.

The results confirm that the refractory spinel-
containing cements, produced via a resource-efficient
technology, comply with applicable standards and
regulatory documentation. Comparative analysis of
performance characteristics demonstrates that the
developed cement can serve as a viable alternative to
conventional alumina cement in the manufacture of
high-strength refractory concretes and mortars,
particularly for use in high-temperature industrial units
across a range of sectors.
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ÎÏÒÈÌ²ÇÀÖ²ß ÑÊËÀÄ²Â ØÏ²ÍÅËÜÂÌ²ÑÍÈÕ
ÃËÈÍÎÇÅÌÈÑÒÈÕ ÖÅÌÅÍÒ²Â ÍÀ ÎÑÍÎÂ²
ÊÎÌÏÎÇÈÖ²¯ ÑÈÑÒÅÌÈ CaO–Al

2
O

3
–CoO–NiO

Å.Â. Õðèñòè÷, À.Ì. Êîðîãîäñüêà, Ã.Í. Øàáàíîâà,

ª.Î. Ìèõàéëîâà

Ó ñòàòò³ íàâåäåíî ðåçóëüòàòè îïòèì³çàö³¿ ñêëàä³â
ãëèíîçåìèñòîãî öåìåíòó òà åêñïåðèìåíòàëüíèõ äîñë³äæåíü
ô³çèêî-ìåõàí³÷íèõ ³ òåõí³÷íèõ âëàñòèâîñòåé æàðîñò³éêèõ
öåìåíò³â ç âèñîêèìè åêñïëóàòàö³éíèìè õàðàêòåðèñòèêàìè
íà îñíîâ³ êîìïîçèö³é ñèñòåìè CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO.
Îïòèì³çàö³þ ñêëàä³â çä³éñíþâàëè çà äîïîìîãîþ ñèìïëåêñ-
´ðàò÷àñòîãî ìåòîäó ïëàíóâàííÿ åêñïåðèìåíòó ç ïîáóäîâîþ
ñèìïëåêñ-ä³àãðàì «ñêëàä–âëàñòèâ³ñòü». Äîñë³äæåííÿ
çä³éñíþâàëèñü íà îñíîâ³ ñïîëóê òåòðàåäðó CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–
CaAl4O7–CaAl2O4 äëÿ îäíî÷àñíîãî ï³äâèùåííÿ æàðîñò³éêîñò³
òà ì³öíîñò³ ðîçðîáëåíèõ êîìá³íàö³é. Ðîçãëÿíóòî âñ³
òðèêîìïîíåíòí³ ïåðåð³çè ó âèçíà÷åíîìó òåòðàåäðó ³
ñèñòåìè CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO òà çà ðåçóëüòàòàìè
ðîçðàõóíê³â îáðàíî îïòèìàëüí³ ñêëàäè êîìïîçèö³é ³ç
íàñòóïíèì âì³ñòîì, ìàñ.%: CoAl2O4 5–30; NiAl2O4 5–30;
CaAl4O7 20–40; CaAl2O4 20–50. Çà ðåçóëüòàòàìè ïðîâåäåíèõ
ô³çèêî-ìåõàí³÷íèõ âèïðîáóâàíü ðàö³îíàëüíèì îáðàíî
íàñòóïíèé ñêëàä, ìàñ.%: CaAl2O4 50, CoAl2O4 20,
NiAl2O4 30. Öåé öåìåíò õàðàêòåðèçóºòüñÿ âèñîêîþ ì³öí³ñòþ
ó â³ö³ 28 ä³á òâåðäíåííÿ (62 ÌÏà) ³ âîãíåòðèâê³ñòþ 17200Ñ.
Âèãîòîâëåíèé âîãíåòðèâêèé øï³íåëüâì³ñíèé ãëèíî-
çåìèñòèé öåìåíò ç ï³äâèùåíèìè ô³çèêî-ìåõàí³÷íèìè
âëàñòèâîñòÿìè áóâ ñèíòåçîâàíèé íà îñíîâ³ â³äõîä³â õ³ì³÷íèõ
âèðîáíèöòâ ÿê ñèðîâèííèõ ìàòåð³àë³â. Âèçíà÷åíî, ùî
ðîçðîáëåí³ çà ðåñóðñîçáåð³ãàþ÷îþ òåõíîëîã³ºþ âîãíåòðèâê³
ãëèíîçåìí³ öåìåíòè º êîíêóðåíòîñïðîìîæíèìè òà
â³äïîâ³äàþòü âèìîãàì íîðìàòèâíî¿ äîêóìåíòàö³¿. Çàñòî-
ñóâàííÿ âòîðèííî¿ ñèðîâèíè äàñòü çìîãó ñòâîðþâàòè íîâ³
òóãîïëàâê³ â’ÿæó÷³ ìàòåð³àëè òà çíà÷íî ïîë³ïøèòè åêîëîã³÷íó
ñèòóàö³þ ó ïðîìèñëîâèõ ðåã³îíàõ Óêðà¿íè.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: îïòèì³çàö³ÿ, áàãàòîêîìïîíåíòíà
ñèñòåìà, ïëàíóâàííÿ åêñïåðèìåíòó, ñèíòåç,
ðåñóðñîçáåð³ãàþ÷à òåõíîëîã³ÿ, âîãíåòðèâê³ñòü, ì³öí³ñòü.
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This paper presents the optimization of alumina cement
formulations and an experimental investigation of the physical,
mechanical, and technical properties of high performance, heat
resistant cements derived from the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
system. Compositions were optimized using a simplex lattice
experimental design and visualized with composition–property
simplex diagrams. The studies were carried out based on the
tetrahedron compounds CoAl2O4–NiAl2O4–CaAl4O7–CaAl2O4 to
simultaneously enhance the heat resistance and strength of the
developed combinations. All three-component cross-sections in
the defined tetrahedron of the CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO system
were evaluated and optimal formulations were identified within
the following ranges (wt.%): CoAl2O4 5–30; NiAl2O4 5–30;
CaAl4O7 20–40; and CaAl2O4 20–50. Physicomechanical testing
determined the most promising composition to be (wt.%):
CaAl2O4 50; CoAl2O4 20; and NiAl2O4 30. This cement exhibits
a high strength at the age of 28 days of curing (62 MPa) and fire
resistance up to 17200C. The refractory spinel containing alumina
cement was synthesized using industrial chemical wastes as raw
materials. The results demonstrate that these resource saving
refractory cements meet all relevant standards and offer competitive
performance. Employing recycled raw materials enables the
development of novel refractory binders and contributes to
improved environmental conditions in Ukraine’s industrial regions.

Keywords: optimization; multicomponent system;
experimental design; synthesis; resource-efficient technology;
refractoriness; strength.

REFERENCES

1. Khrystych OV, Korohodska AM, Shabanova HM,
Lohvinkov SM. Do pytannia pro spivisnuvannia nikelevoi i
kobaltovoi shpineli [On the question of coexistence of nickel
and cobalt spinel]. Visnyk Natsionalnoho Tekhnichnoho
Universytetu «KhPI». 2024; 1(11): 57-62. (in Ukrainian).
doi: 10.20998/2079-0821.2024.01.07.

2. Khrystych OV, Shabanova GN, Korogodska AN,
Logvinkov SM, Mykhailova EA. Physicochemical principles of
creating alumina cements based on nickel and cobalt spinel. Voprosy
Khimii i Khimicheskoi Tekhnologii . 2024; (5): 85-90.
doi: 10.32434/0321-4095-2024-156-5-85-90.

3. Khrystych OV, Korohodska AM, Shabanova HM,
Lohvinkov SM, Vorozhbi ian RM. Kharakterystyka
subsolidusnoi budovy systemy CaO–Al2O3–CoO–NiO
[Characterization of the subsolidus structure of the CaO–
Al 2O 3–CoO–NiO system]. Visnyk Nats ionalnoho
Tekhnichnoho Universytetu «KhPI». 2024; 2(12): 40-44. (in
Ukrainian). doi: 10.20998/2079-0821.2024.02.07.

4. Khrystych OV, Korohodska AM, Shabanova HM,
Lohvinkov SM, Volobuiev MM. Otsinka temperatur ta skladiv
evtektyk poli komponentnykh pereriziv systemy
CoO–NiO–Al2O3 [Estimation of temperatures and compositions
of eutectics of multicomponent cross-sections of the
CoO–NiO–Al2O3 system]. Vcheni Zzapysky Tavriiskyi
Natsionalnyi Universytet imeni VI Vernadskoho Seriya Tekhnichni
Nauky . 2024; 35(74): 133-137. ( in Ukrainian).
doi: 10.32782/2663-5941/2024.3.2/19.

5. Kumar S, Barai SV. Concrete fracture models and
applications. Berlin: Springer-Verlag; 2011. 262 p.

6. Shabanova HM, Korohodska AM, Khrystych OV.
Viazhuchi materialy: praktykum [Binding materials: handbook].
Kharkiv: NTU «KhPI»; 2014. 220 p. (in Ukrainian).

7. Powder diffraction file. Inorganic phases. Alphabetical
index (chemical & mineral names). Pennsylvania (USA): JCPDS;
1985. 1856 ð.

8. Kazimirov VP, Rusanov E. Renthenohrafiya
krystalichnykh materialiv [X-ray diffraction of crystalline
materials]. Kyiv: VPTs «Kyivskyi Universytet»; 2016. 287 p. (in
Ukrainian).




