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This study investigates the processing of reverse osmosis desalination concentrates

containing sodium chloride, calcium bicarbonate, and magnesium bicarbonate. Water

desalination was carried out using a Filmtec TW 30-1812-50 reverse osmosis membrane

cassette in two stages. When desalinating water with a permeate recovery rate of 66% at

the first stage, the membrane’s selectivity for chlorides ranged from 74% to 95%. In the

second stage, the obtained concentrate ([Cl–]=110 mg-eq/dm3) was further desalinated

using the same membrane. At a permeate recovery rate of 74%, the membrane’s selectivity

reached 70%. The two-stage filtration process reduced the concentrate volume from 34%

to 8.2% of the initial water volume. During the electrolysis of model solutions of reverse

osmosis desalination concentrates, a two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41 anion-

exchange membrane was used. A sodium chloride solution was placed in the anode

chamber, while the cathode chamber was filled with an alkaline solution with a concentration

of 200 mg-eq/dm3. Electrolysis processes were conducted at a current density ranging

from 0.83 to 16.7 A/dm2, using solutions with chloride concentrations between 59 and

480 mg-eq/dm3. It was found that the intensity of chloride oxidation increased with

higher anode current density and higher chloride concentration in the solution. A decrease

in the current efficiency of oxidized chlorine compounds was observed as chloride

concentration in the solution decreased. The concentration of oxidized compounds in

the anolyte of an open electrolyzer did not exceed 180 mg-eq/dm3 due to significant

losses of Cl2 and ClO2 caused by degassing.
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Introduction
The problem of desalination of natural and

wastewater remains one of the most challenging issues
in water treatment technology. Despite significant
progress in this field, the pollution level in natural
water bodies continues to rise. The issue of increasing
water mineralization is particularly pressing because
existing wastewater treatment technologies are largely
unsuitable for water desalination. On the other hand,

advanced baromembrane [1], electrodialysis [2], ion
exchange [3], and thermal [4] desalination systems
address water desalination locally but do not provide
a comprehensive solution to the problem. This is
primarily because any desalination method inevitably
generates concentrated saline waste. These byproducts
are often discharged into the environment, significantly
deteriorating the quality of natural water resources.

Currently, the most widely used water desalination
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technology is reverse osmosis, as its application
virtually eliminates the need for chemical reagents
and significantly reduces the amount of salts discharged
into surface water bodies. This method is highly
efficient due to the high selectivity of membranes.
However, to prevent water pollution, it is essential to
develop solutions for processing the concentrates
generated during baromembrane water purification.

The treatment of baromembrane desalination
concentrates that contain only sulfates, bicarbonates,
and hardness ions can be reduced to chemical
precipitation of sulfates and hardness ions in the form
of calcium carbonate, magnesium hydroxide, and
calcium hydroxoaluminosulfate [5]. However, in the
presence of chlorides this method cannot be used for
demineralization, as chlorides remain in the water
and are not removed.

During the electrolysis of solutions containing
chlorides and sulfates, sulfuric acid and active chlorine
can be produced [6]. However, the resulting sulfuric
acid contains impurities of hydrochloric acid and active
chlorine. Additionally, capturing and processing active
chlorine is a complex process. When a solution
contains only chloride anions, carbonates, and
bicarbonates, electrodialysis can be used to produce
either alkali and hydrochloric acid or sodium
hypochlorite [7]. Therefore, an efficient approach
involves reverse osmosis desalination preceded by ion-
exchange separation of chlorides and sulfates, or
chlorides, sulfates, and nitrates [8].

Membrane technologies are widely applied for
chloride removal from water, with removal efficiencies
ranging from 82% to 96% [9]. This variation is
primarily due to differences in water characteristics
and membrane properties.

Using nanofiltration or reverse osmosis
membranes can achieve a high degree of chloride-ion
removal [10]. However, a significant challenge in
seawater desalination via reverse osmosis is the high
filtration resistance, which results in increased energy
consumption and reduced transmembrane flow rates.

Another approach to reducing high-energy
consumption in reverse osmosis desalination is its
combination with electrodialysis [11]. Electrodialysis
is also widely used for chloride removal from water,
providing a comprehensive desalination effect that
reduces not only chloride and sulfate levels but also
water hardness [12]. Under optimal conditions,
wastewater desalination efficiency reaches 92%, with
sulfate removal at 98% and chloride removal at 80%.

If wastewater contains chlorides, electrochemical
treatment can convert them into sodium hypochlorite,
active chlorine, or other oxidized chlorine compounds,
which are widely used as disinfectants [13]. During

electrolysis, chloride conversion efficiency can reach
85%.

This study aims to evaluate the efficiency of
electrochemical processing of reverse osmosis
desalination concentrates containing chlorides to
produce oxidized chlorine compounds.

To achieve the goal, the following tasks were
set:

1. Investigation of the desalination processes of
chloride-containing water using the reverse osmosis
method, determining the composition of concentrates
depending on water characteristics and process
parameters.

2. Determination of the efficiency of anodic
oxidation of chlorides in two-chamber electrolyzers
based on anode current density and concentrate
characteristics.

Materials and methods
Water desalination processes
The water desalination processes were conducted

using a low-pressure reverse osmosis (RO) membrane
cassette, Filmtec TW30-1812-50. A solution was used
as the medium (the concentration of chlorides
[Cl–]=1030 mg/dm3; hardness Í=0.15 mg-eq/dm3;
alkalinity À=0.28 mg-eq/dm3).

The RO desalination process was studied in the
following way. The initial volume of the solution was
10 dm3. Water was supplied to the filter using a pump
with the RO membrane. Permeate was collected in a
separate container. The permeate sample volume was
1 dm3. The concentrate was returned to the container
with the initial solution. After filtration through the
RO filter at a permeate recovery rate of 66%, permeate
samples were obtained with a chloride content of
1.40–20.2 mg-eq/dm3 and concentrate samples with
a chloride content of 102–120 mg-eq/dm3. Then,
the concentrate obtained in the first stage of
desalination was used in a repeated desalination process
at a permeate recovery rate of 74%. Permeate samples
were obtained with a chloride content of
15.18–85.0 mg-eq/dm3 and concentrate samples with
a chloride content of 450–500 mg-eq/dm3. The
pressure in the system was regulated using a concentrate
discharge valve. A stopwatch was used to record the
time required to collect each permeate sample.

The concentration of chlorides, hardness, and
alkalinity was determined [14].

The membrane selectivity for the solution
components was calculated using the following formula:
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where Ñ0 and Ñp are the concentration in the initial
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solution and permeate, mg/dm3, respectively.
For each subsequent sample after the first one,

the increase in component concentration (C0) due to
its accumulation in the concentrate was considered.

The membrane performance (transmembrane
flux rate) was determined using the following formula:

tS

V
J

∆⋅

∆
= , (2)

where ∆V is the volume of permeate that passed
through the membrane, dm3; S is the  membrane
surface area, m2 (here S=0.2 m2); and ∆t is the
sampling time, h.

Preparation of the oxidized chlorine compounds
in chloride solutions

The processes of preparing the oxidized chlorine
compounds in chloride solutions were conducted in a
two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41 anion-
exchange membrane.

A plate made of alloyed steel 12Õ18Í10Ò (an
analogue of AISI 321) was used as the cathode,
while a titanium plate coated with ruthenium oxide
was used as the anode. The electrode area was
S–=Sa=12 cm2. Electrolysis was carried out at an
anodic current density ranging from 0.83 to
16.67 A/dm2.

Model solutions from baromembrane water
desalination with chloride concentrations ranging from
59 mg-eq/dm3 to 480 mg-eq/dm3 were used for
electrolysis.

To determine the effect of hardness ions on the
electrolysis process, a mixture of sodium chloride and
calcium chloride solutions ([Cl–]=436 mg-eq/dm3)
was used in Na:Ca ratios of 70:30, 50:50, or 30:70.

In the anode chamber, the working solution 
contained sodium chloride, while the cathode chamber 
was filled with a 0.2 N NaOH solution. During 
electrolysis, alkalinity in the cathode zone, as well as 
chloride content and active chlorine concentration in 
the anode zone, was monitored at regular time 
intervals.

The current efficiency was calculated as the ratio
of the actual amount of substance transferred during
electrolysis to the theoretical amount of substance
determined according to the Faraday’s law:

%100
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t

P
⋅=⋅= , (3)

where qÐ  is the actual amount of electricity consumed
for the transfer of one gram-equivalent of the substance;
qt  is the theoretically calculated amount of electricity
required for the transfer of one gram-equivalent of
the substance; mp  is the actual amount of transferred

substance (g-eq); and mt is the theoretically
determined amount of transferred substance (g-eq).

The actual amount of transferred substance was
calculated based on the difference in concentration
and the solution volume.

The theoretical amount of transferred substance
(g-eq) was determined using the formula:

ItKm Et = , (4)

where KE is the electrochemical equivalent
(0.03731 g-eq/(A⋅h)); I is the current strength, A;
and t is the electrolysis duration, h.

The efficiency of water purification from
chlorides was calculated using the following formula:

%100
C
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E
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= , (5)

where C0 is the initial concentration of the solution,
mg/dm3; and C is the concentration of the solution
at time t, mg/dm3.

Results and discussion
To study the processes of electrolytic processing

of chlorine-containing concentrates, water purified
from sulfates by ion exchange was desalinated using a
RO system. The desalination results are presented in
Tables 1 and 2.

When using the Filmtec TW-30-1812-50 RO
membrane to filter a solution (Table 1) with a chloride
concentration of 1000 mg/dm3 at a 66% concentrate
recovery rate, the chloride concentration reaches
4000 mg/dm3. The membrane’s selectivity for
chlorides decreases from 95.17% to 74.50%, while
the chloride content in the permeate does not exceed
20 mg/dm3.

When filtering the obtained concentrate using
the same membrane at a 74% permeate recovery rate,
the membrane’s selectivity decreases from 86% to
70%, and the chloride concentration in the concentrate
increases to 16.5 g/dm3 (Table 2).

The chloride concentration in the permeate
averaged over 7.4 dm3 of collected filtrate, reaches
1205 mg/dm3. It is evident that this permeate should
be returned to the previous filtration stage, as its chloride
content is close to that of the water used in the first
stage of baromembrane desalination.

Thus, when treating water according to the
scheme shown in Fig. 1, the volume of concentrate
can be reduced from 34% of the initial water volume
during single-stage filtration to 8.2% by re-filtering
the concentrate using a RO filter.

It should be noted that the Filmtec TW-30-1812-50
membrane belongs to low-pressure RO membranes
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and ensures effective water desalination at pressures
up to 1 MPa (in this case, P=0.4 MPa) with high
membrane productivity. At the same time, during
concentrate filtration, a certain decrease in membrane
selectivity was observed without a significant reduction
in its productivity. Therefore, in general, the application
of this scheme allows for a significant reduction in
concentrate volume while increasing the chloride
concentration in it from 4 to 16–17 g/dm3 with a
slight increase in energy consumption.

Based on these results, in the further development
of electrochemical oxidation processes of chlorides,
their solutions were close in chloride concentration
to the concentrates of baromembrane water
desalination.

In further studies, two-chamber electrolyzers with
an MA-41 anion-exchange membrane were used. In

this case, the cathode is protected from calcium or
magnesium hydroxide deposits, allowing electrolysis
of chloride-containing solutions regardless of the content
of hardness cations. The results of determining the
effect of anodic current density on the efficiency of
electrolysis of solutions with a chloride concentration
of 60 mg-eq/dm3 are presented in Fig. 2.

As seen in Fig. 2, the intensity of chloride
oxidation increases with the rise in anodic current
density. For example, when increasing the anodic
current density from 0.83 A/dm2 to 8.33 A/dm2, the
time required reaching an active chlorine concentration
of 60 mg-eq/dm3 decreases from 1 hour 30 minutes
(90 minutes) to 10 minutes. At the same time, the
active chlorine concentration in the anode chamber
reaches 80–86 mg-eq/dm3 at an anodic current density
of 0.83–1.6 A/dm2.

Table 1

Changes in chloride concentration, hardness ions, alkalinity, and pH in permeate (I) and concentrate (II), as well as

membrane productivity (J) and selectivity (R) of the Filmtec TW-30-1812-50 membrane for chlorides and hardness

ions, with increasing permeate recovery rate (Z) during the filtration of a model solution ([Cl]=1029.5 mg/dm3,

hardness (H)=0.15 mg-eq/dm3, alkalinity (A)=0.28 mg-eq/dm3, pH=7.15, P=4 atm)

Table 2

Changes in chloride concentration, hardness ions, alkalinity, and pH in permeate (I) and concentrate (II), as well as

membrane productivity (J) and selectivity (R) of the Filmtec TW-30-1812-50 membrane for chlorides and hardness

ions, with increasing permeate recovery rate (Z) during the filtration of a model solution ([Cl]=3900 mg/dm3,

hardness (H)=1.60 mg-eq/dm3, alkalinity (A)=1.63 mg-eq/dm3, pH=8.32, P=4 atm)

[Cl], mg-

eq/dm
3
 

H, mg-

eq/dm
3
 

A, mg-

eq/dm
3
 

рН R, % Z, 

% 
І ІІ І ІІ І ІІ І ІІ 

J, 

dm
3
/(m

2
⋅h) 

Cl
–
 H 

10 18.1 111.0 0.02 2.40 0.13 2.60 7.06 8.42 13.64 86.68 86.67 

20 17.5 114.0 0.02 2.60 0.11 2.70 7.06 8.52 11.54 84.24 99.17 

30 15.2 126.9 0.03 2.60 0.12 2.90 7.07 8.52 10.71 83.43 98.85 

40 22.3 144.0 0.04 2.70 0.16 3.00 7.09 8.62 10.00 82.48 98.46 

50 25.5 178.0 0.06 3.00 0.17 3.50 7.20 8.82 8.57 82.30 97.78 

60 46.0 236.0 0.08 3.40 0.21 3.70 7.30 8.91 7.89 74.16 97.33 

70 72.9 340.0 0.11 4.30 0.27 4.50 7.50 8.92 5.66 69.07 96.76 

74 84.9 465.0 0.13 5.60 0.38 5.50 7.70 8.93 7.06 75.00 96.98 

[Cl], mg-

eq/dm3 
H, mg-eq/dm

3
 

A, mg-

eq/dm3 
рН R, % Z, 

% 
І ІІ І ІІ І ІІ І ІІ 

J, 

dm3/(m2
⋅h) 

Cl– H 

10 1.4 28.0 0.00 0.35 0.09 0.55 7.55 7.56 12.50 95.17 100.00 

20 1.5 36.0 0.00 0.40 0.15 0.55 7.10 7.66 11.54 94.65 100.00 

30 2.4 37.0 0.00 0.50 0.17 0.90 6.98 7.77 10.34 93.33 100.00 

40 3.8 46.0 0.00 0.60 0.18 1.30 7.25 7.96 8.82 89.64 100.00 

50 4.4 64.0 0.01 1.00 0.19 1.50 7.22 8.12 7.32 90.43 98.33 

60 7.6 80.0 0.02 1.20 0.20 1.60 7.24 8.32 3.70 88.13 98.00 

66 20.2 
115.

0 
0.08 1.60 0.21 1.80 7.80 8.45 1.78 74.75 93.33 
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Fig. 1. Water desalination scheme using a RO filter (1) with concentrate refinement on a RO filter (2):

I – approach of water; II – removal of permeate; III – concentrate for processing

Fig. 2. Dependence of active chlorine concentration (1) and chlorides (2), current efficiency of active chlorine (3),

and water purification efficiency from chlorides (4) in the anode chamber of a two-chamber electrolyzer with an

 MA-41 anion-exchange membrane on electrolysis time at an initial chloride concentration in the anode chamber

[Cl–]=59.1 mg-eq/dm3, with alkalinity in the cathode chamber of 200 mg-eq/dm3. Anodic current density, A/dm2:

0.83 (A); 1.67 (B); 4.17 (C); and 8.33 (D)
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At a current density of 4.17 A/dm2, the
maximum active chlorine concentration in the anolyte
decreases to 64 mg-eq/dm3, while at an anodic current
density of 8.33 A/dm2, the active chlorine content
increases to 114 mg-eq/dm3, which is almost twice
the initial chloride concentration. The residual chloride
concentration in this case decreases from 59.1 to 17.1
mg-eq/dm3. That is, only 42.1 mg-eq/dm3 of chlorides
transition to the oxidized state. It is evident that, in
this case, the chloride oxidation process does not stop
at the Cl2 formation stage. The formation of
hypochlorite and other oxidized chlorine compounds
likely occurs according to the reactions:

2Cl––2e–→Cl 2; (6)

Cl2+2OH–→Cl–+ClO–+H2O; (7)

ClO–+Cl2+2OH–→ClO 2
–+2Cl–+H2O; (8)

ClO2
–+Cl2+2OH–→ClO 3

–+2Cl–+H2O. (9)

It should be noted that, along with the oxidation
reaction of chloride to active chlorine, diffusion of
hydroxide anions from the cathode area, where they
are formed during water reduction with hydrogen
formation (reaction (10)), occurs through the anion-
exchange membrane in an equivalent amount to the
oxidized chlorides.

2H2O–2e–→Í2+2ÎÍ– (10)

At the cathode, the reduction of water with the
formation of hydrogen and hydroxide anions occurs
in an equivalent amount to the oxidized chlorides.
Under these conditions, the diffusion of hydroxide
anions through the anion-exchange membrane ensures
the maintenance of a stable pH level in the anode
chamber. Otherwise, acidification of the solution would
occur due to the interaction of active chlorine with
water according to reaction (11):

H2O+Cl2↔ÍCl+ÍClÎ (11)

The main issue arising in this process is the loss
of active chlorine. As seen in Fig. 2D, after reaching
a concentration of 114 mg-eq/dm3 in the anolyte, its
concentration decreases to 84 mg-eq/dm3, while the
total content of unoxidized chlorides decreases to
12 mg-eq/dm3. This phenomenon can only be
explained by chlorine loss due to degassing in the
form of Cl2 and ClO2. The formation of Cl2 occurs
according to reaction (6), while the formation of ClO2

is possible according to reaction (12):

Cl2+2ClO 2
–→2Cl–+2ClO 2↑ (12)

Similar results were obtained during the
electrolysis of the concentrate from RO water
desalination (Fig. 3), where the chloride concentration
reached 4 g/dm3 (111.4 mg-eq/dm3).

The highest concentration of oxidized chlorine
compounds was achieved during electrolysis at the
lowest applied current density, 1.67 A/dm2. After
1 hour, the concentration of oxidized chlorine
compounds in terms of active chlorine reached
188 mg-eq/dm3, with approximately 50 mg-eq of
chlorides oxidized. This further confirms that the
solution contains a mixture of oxidized chlorine
compounds, the formation of which is described by
equations (6)–(12).

With an increase in current density to
8.33 A/dm2 (Fig. 3C), the maximum concentration
of oxidized chlorine compounds reached only
106 mg-eq/dm3. This concentration of active chlorine
was achieved in 30 minutes, whereas at a current
density of 1.67 A/dm2, the maximum concentration
of active chlorine was reached in one and a half
hours. It should be noted that with an increase in
current density, the rate of chloride oxidation increases,
which is entirely logical. At the same time, the degree
of chloride removal at a current density of
1.67 A/dm2 after two hours of electrolysis reaches
51.5%, while at a current density of 4.17 A/dm2, it
reaches 74.9%, with a simultaneous decrease in chloride
content from 111.4 mg-eq/dm3 to 28 mg-eq/dm3.

The decrease in the maximum concentration of
oxidized chlorine compounds in the anolyte with
increasing anodic current density is explained by an
increase in the degassing rate of the solution, leading
to the removal of active chlorine (Cl2) and chlorine
dioxide (ClO2), which are formed according to
reactions (6) and (12), respectively. It is precisely the
loss of chlorine in the form of Cl2 and ClO2 gases
that explains the sharp decrease in the yield of oxidized
chlorine compounds in terms of active chlorine over
the electrolysis time. If at a current density of
1.67 A/dm2, during the first hour, the ratio of active
chlorine to oxidized chlorides decreased from 8.21:1
to 5.01:1, then in the next half hour, it dropped to
3.76:1 and further decreased over two hours to 2:1,
and after 2.5 hours to 1.4:1. This indicates that at the
initial stage of electrolysis, a relatively significant
amount of hypochlorites, chlorites, and chlorates with
a high oxidation state of chlorine was formed in the
solution. Subsequently, the relative amount of oxidized
chlorine compounds in the solution decreased due to
the release of gaseous Cl2 and ClO2. With an increase
in current density, this trend intensified due to the
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acceleration of chlorine oxidation processes. Thus, at
a current density of 4.17 A/dm2, the ratio of active
chlorine to the initial amount of chlorides decreased
from 4.2:1 to 1.24:1, and at a current density of
8.33 A/dm2, from 2.7:1 to 1:1.

The relative loss of chlorine in the form of Cl2
and ClO2 can be judged by the change in the pH of
the medium in the anolyte. According to reactions
(7), (8), and (9), hydroxide anions bind
when interacting with active chlorine to form
ClO–, ClO2

–, and ClO3
– ions, respectively. At the

same time, the amount of hydroxides transferred during
diffusion through the anion-exchange membrane is
equivalent to the amount of active chlorine formed.
In cases where active chlorine is released from the
solution in the form of gas or binds according to
reaction 6 with the formation of chlorine dioxide,
hydroxide anions accumulate in the anolyte, leading
to an increase in the pH of the medium. At low
current densities (Fig. 3), the pH increases from
7.0 to 8.49–8.94. At a current density of 8.33 A/dm2

and with significant chlorine losses due to degassing,

the pH increases to 11.59 in 1.3 hours.
It is known that the current efficiency of oxidized

chlorine compounds in the electrolysis process increases
with increasing chloride concentration in the solution
[15]. Therefore, we studied the processes of chloride
oxidation in a two-chamber electrolyzer at chloride
concentrations of 16 g/dm3. These chloride
concentrations were achieved as a result of filtering
primary concentrates through a RO filter using low-
pressure membranes (Table 2). Electrolysis was
conducted in a two-chamber electrolyzer, varying
the anodic current density from 1.67 A/dm2 to
16.67 A/dm2 (Fig. 4).

As seen in Fig. 4, increasing the chloride
concentration in the anolyte allowed for higher
concentrations of active chlorine in the solution as a
result of electrolysis. At a current density of
1.67 A/dm2, a gradual increase in active chlorine
concentration in the anolyte up to 188 mg-eq/dm3

was observed over 9 hours. The ratio of active chlorine
to the initial amount of chlorides reached 3.56:1 in
the first hour of electrolysis, decreasing to 1.5:1 after

Fig. 3. Dependence of active chlorine concentration (1) and chlorides (2), current efficiency of active chlorine (3), and solution

purification efficiency from chlorides (4) in the anode chamber of a two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41 anion-exchange

membrane on electrolysis time of the RO concentrate placed in the anode chamber, with alkalinity in the cathode chamber

of 200 mg-eq/dm3, and an initial chloride concentration in the anolyte of 111 mg-eq/dm3 (4 g/dm3).

Anodic current density, A/dm2: 1.67 (A); 4.17 (B); and 8.33 (C)
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2–3 hours, then to 1.24:1, and finally stabilizing in
the range of (0.84–1):1. This indicates that the
formation of chlorine compounds with oxidation states
+3 and +5 occurs relatively intensively only at the
beginning of the process, when chloride concentrations
are still relatively high. As the process continues,
oxidation primarily leads to the formation of Cl2 and
ClO–.

Given the slight increase in pH (from 7.0 to
8.0), it can be inferred that chlorine losses due to
degassing are minimal.

However, considering that an increase in pH at
the anode also accelerates the competing oxygen
oxidation reaction (reaction (13)), pH changes alone
make it difficult to assess chlorine losses in the form
of Cl2 and ClO2.

During oxygen oxidation, acidification of the
medium occurs:

2H2O–4e–
→Î2+4Í+ (13)

Reaction (13) may be responsible for the
significant decrease in the current efficiency of active
chlorine. At a current density of 4.17 A/dm2, the

active chlorine content in the anolyte reached
274 mg-eq/dm3, with a residual chloride concentration
of 180 mg-eq/dm3. In this case, the ratio of active
chlorine to the initial amount of chlorides is 0.95:1.
The residual pH of the medium is 9.01. Evidently, in
this case, the chlorine oxidation processes stop at the
formation of Cl2 and ClO–. At the same time, partial
loss of Cl2 occurs due to its degassing. At a current
density of 8.33 A/dm2 and 16.67 A/dm2, the intensity
of chlorine degassing increases as the contribution of
oxygen oxidation processes (reaction (13)) in the anode
increases. All this leads to significant losses of active
chlorine. Thus, the ratio of active chlorine to chlorides
after 1–2 hours is only 0.2:1. That is, no more than
1/5 of the chlorides remain in solution after oxidation.
The main reason for this is the decrease in the pH of
the medium at high current densities due to reaction
8. The pH of the medium at a current density of
8.33 A/dm2 reaches 8.21, while at a current density
of 16.67 A/dm2, the pH is 8.01. If we consider that at
least 1/5 of the oxidized chlorides, amounting to
210 mg-eq/dm3, were lost due to degassing, the
expected pH increase should be around 0.69, meaning
from 7.00 to 7.69.

Fig. 4. Dependence of active chlorine concentration (1) and chlorides (2), current efficiency of active chlorine (3),

and solution purification efficiency from chlorides (4) in the anode chamber of a two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41

anion-exchange membrane on the electrolysis time of the concentrate after RO ([Cl–]=480 mg-eq/dm3), which is placed in the

anode chamber, with alkalinity in the cathode chamber of 200 mg-eq/dm3. Anodic current density, A/dm2: 1.67 (A); 4.17 (B);

8.33 (C); 16.67 (D); pH: pH_initial=7.00, pH_final=8.00 (A); pH_initial=7.02, pH_final=9.01 (B); pH_initial=7.10,

pH_final=8.21 (C); pH_initial=7.05, pH_final=8.01 (D)
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In reality, in this case, the pH increases from
7.00 to 8.01. This may be due to a larger volume of
lost chlorine or over-equivalent diffusion of hydroxides
through the anion-exchange membrane due to the
high alkali concentration in the cathodic region.

The advantage of the two-chamber electrolyzer
with an anion-exchange membrane is its effective
operation in the presence of hardness ions. The effect
of hardness ions on the efficiency of electrochemical
oxidation of chlorides can be assessed based on the
results presented in Fig. 5.

As seen in Fig. 5, the chloride concentration in
this case was at 15 g/dm3, which corresponds to its
content in the concentrate after two-stage filtration.
Judging by the active chlorine concentrations in these
solutions, at NaCl to CaCl2 equivalent ratios of 70:30
and 50:50, the electrolysis results are similar to those
obtained using a pure NaCl solution. Thus, at these
ratios, calcium ions do not affect the chloride oxidation
processes. However, at a NaCl:CaCl2 ratio of 30:70,
the efficiency of chloride oxidation increases. The
current efficiency of active chlorine during the
experiment did not drop below 34%, whereas in a
pure NaCl solution, this indicator decreased from
58% to 20%.

Additionally, over 8 hours, the active chlorine
concentration in the solution increased to
280 mg-eq/dm3, with a chloride removal rate of 75%.
In a pure sodium chloride solution, under the same
conditions and at 1.67 A/dm2, the active chlorine
concentration in the anolyte did not exceed
188 mg-eq/dm3, with a chloride removal rate of 45%.

Thus, the presence of calcium ions not only
does not reduce the efficiency of electrochemical
chloride oxidation but actually enhances it, possibly
due to the higher stability of calcium hypochlorites,
chlorites, and chlorates compared to their sodium
counterparts.

The decomposition and degassing ability of
oxidized chlorine compounds can be assessed based
on the decrease in active chlorine concentration over
storage time.

At a solution pH of 7.81, approximately 30% of
oxidized chlorine compounds (in terms of active
chlorine) decompose over 30 days. At pH 11.10, the
decomposition process is somewhat slower, with
the decomposition degree reaching 20% over the
same period. The intensity of active chlorine degassing
decreases as its concentration in the solution
decreases. At an active chlorine concentration of

Fig. 5. Dependence of active chlorine concentration (1) and chlorides (2), current efficiency of active chlorine (3), and water

purification efficiency from chlorides (4) in the anode chamber of a two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41 anion-exchange

membrane on electrolysis time at a chloride concentration of [Cl–]=440 mg-eq/dm3, alkalinity in the cathode chamber of

200 mg-eq/dm3, an anodic current density of 1.67 A/dm2. NaCl:CaCl2: 70:30 (A); 50:50 (B); and 30:70 (C)
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58 mg-eq/dm3, after 5 days, 7.54 mg-eq/dm3 was
lost at pH 7.81 (1.5 mg-eq/dm3 per day), while over
the next 25 days, 9.9 mg-eq/dm3 was lost
(0.4 mg-eq/dm3 per day). At pH 11.10, the active
chlorine losses over 5 days were 7.0 mg-eq/dm3

(1.4 mg-eq/dm3 per day), and over 25 days, the losses
amounted to 4.6 mg-eq/dm3 (0.2 mg-eq/dm3 per day).
These parameters of the oxidized chlorine compound
formation process from chlorides should be considered
when processing chlorine-containing concentrates from
RO water desalination.

Conclusions
It has been shown that the low-pressure reverse

osmosis membrane Filmtec 30-1812-50 provides
74–95% water purification efficiency from chlorides
at an initial concentration of 1000 mg/dm3 and
70–86% at an initial chloride concentration of
4000 mg/dm3. When using two-stage filtration, a
permeate recovery rate of 82% can be achieved, with
a chloride concentration in the concentrate reaching
15–17 g/dm3.

The electrolysis processes of model solutions of
reverse osmosis desalination concentrates were studied
in two-chamber electrolyzers with an MA-41 anion-
exchange membrane. It was found that, in addition
to active chlorine, other oxidized chlorine compounds
with higher oxidation states are formed during
electrolysis. The intensity of the process increases
with higher anode current density and increased
chloride concentration in the water.

The dependencies of the concentration of
oxidized chlorine compounds in anolytes during
electrodialysis of chloride solutions in open two-
chamber electrolyzers were determined based on the
electrolysis conditions and duration. It was shown
that the limitation of active chlorine concentration
occurs due to its losses through the degassing of Cl2
and ClO2.
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ÎÖ²ÍÞÂÀÍÍß ÅÔÅÊÒÈÂÍÎÑÒ² ÑÈÍÒÅÇÓ
ÎÊÈÑÍÅÍÈÕ ÑÏÎËÓÊ ÕËÎÐÓ ÌÅÒÎÄÎÌ
ÅËÅÊÒÐÎÄ²ÀË²ÇÓ Ç ÊÎÍÖÅÍÒÐÀÒ²Â
ÌÅÌÁÐÀÍÍÎÃÎ ÇÍÅÑÎËÅÍÍß

Ì. Ãîìåëÿ, ß. Êðèæàíîâñüêà, Ò. Øàáë³é, ². Ìàêàðåíêî,
Î. Ãëóøêî, À. Îñòàïåíêî

Ó öüîìó äîñë³äæåíí³ ðîçãëÿíóòî ïåðåðîáëåííÿ êîí-
öåíòðàò³â çâîðîòíîîñìîòè÷íîãî çíåñîëåííÿ, ùî ì³ñòÿòü
íàòð³é õëîðèä, êàëüö³é ã³äðîêàðáîíàò òà ìàãí³é ã³äðî-
êàðáîíàò. Çíåñîëåííÿ âîäè çä³éñíþâàëè ó äâà åòàïè ç âè-
êîðèñòàííÿì êàñåòíîãî çâîðîòíîîñìîòè÷íîãî ìåìáðàííî-
ãî åëåìåíòà Filmtec TW 30-1812-50. Ïðè çíåñîëåíí³ ç
êîåô³ö³ºíòîì âèëó÷åííÿ ïåðìåàòó 66% íà ïåðøîìó åòàï³
ñåëåêòèâí³ñòü ìåìáðàíè ùîäî õëîðèä³â ñòàíîâèëà â³ä
74% äî 95%. Íà äðóãîìó åòàï³ îäåðæàíèé êîíöåíòðàò
([Cl–]=110 ìã-åêâ/äì3) äîäàòêîâî çíåñîëþâàëè çà äîïîìî-
ãîþ ò³º¿ æ ìåìáðàíè. Ïðè êîåô³ö³ºíò³ âèëó÷åííÿ ïåðìåàòó
74% ñåëåêòèâí³ñòü ìåìáðàíè ñòàíîâèëà 70%. Äâîåòàïíà
ô³ëüòðàö³ÿ äîçâîëèëà çìåíøèòè îá’ºì êîíöåíòðàòó ç 34%
äî 8,2 % â³ä ïî÷àòêîâîãî îá’ºìó âîäè. Ï³ä ÷àñ åëåêòðîë³çó
ìîäåëüíèõ ðîç÷èí³â êîíöåíòðàò³â çâîðîòíîîñìîòè÷íîãî
çíåñîëåííÿ âèêîðèñòîâóâàâñÿ äâîêàìåðíèé åëåêòðîë³çåð ç
àí³îí-îáì³ííîþ ìåìáðàíîþ MA-41. Ó àíîäíó êàìåðó
ïîäàâàëè ðîç÷èí íàòð³é õëîðèäó, òîä³ ÿê êàòîäíó
çàïîâíþâàëè ëóæíèì ðîç÷èíîì ³ç êîíöåíòðàö³ºþ
200 ìã-åêâ/äì3. Åëåêòðîë³ç ïðîâîäèëè ïðè ãóñòèí³ ñòðóìó
â ìåæàõ â³ä 0,83 äî 16,7 À/äì2, âèêîðèñòîâóþ÷è ðîç÷èíè ç
êîíöåíòðàö³ºþ õëîðèä³â â³ä 59 äî 480 ìã-åêâ/äì3. Âñòà-
íîâëåíî, ùî ³íòåíñèâí³ñòü îêèñíåííÿ õëîðèä³â çðîñòàëà ç³
çá³ëüøåííÿì ãóñòèíè ñòðóìó íà àíîä³ òà êîíöåíòðàö³¿ õëî-
ðèä³â ó ðîç÷èí³. Âîäíî÷àñ ç³ çìåíøåííÿì êîíöåíòðàö³¿
õëîðèä³â ó ðîç÷èí³ ñïîñòåð³ãàëîñÿ çíèæåííÿ âèõîäó çà ñòðó-
ìîì îêèñíåíèõ ñïîëóê õëîðó. Êîíöåíòðàö³ÿ îêèñíåíèõ
ñïîëóê â àíîë³ò³ â³äêðèòîãî åëåêòðîë³çåðà íå ïåðåâèùóâàëà
180 ìã-åêâ/äì3 ÷åðåç çíà÷í³ âòðàòè Cl2 òà ClO2 âíàñë³äîê
äåãàçàö³¿.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ìåìáðàíà; çâîðîòíèé îñìîñ;
åëåêòðîä³àë³ç; àêòèâíèé õëîð; êàòîë³ò; àíîë³ò; ãóñòèíà
àíîäíîãî ñòðóìó; âèõ³ä çà ñòðóìîì.
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This study investigates the processing of reverse osmosis
desalination concentrates containing sodium chloride, calcium
bicarbonate, and magnesium bicarbonate. Water desalination was
carried out using a Filmtec TW 30-1812-50 reverse osmosis
membrane cassette in two stages. When desalinating water with a
permeate recovery rate of 66% at the first stage, the membrane’s
selectivity for chlorides ranged from 74% to 95%. In the second
stage, the obtained concentrate ([Cl–]=110 mg-eq/dm3) was
further desalinated using the same membrane. At a permeate
recovery rate of 74%, the membrane’s selectivity reached 70%.
The two-stage filtration process reduced the concentrate volume
from 34% to 8.2% of the initial water volume. During the
electrolysis of model solutions of reverse osmosis desalination
concentrates, a two-chamber electrolyzer with an MA-41 anion-
exchange membrane was used. A sodium chloride solution was
placed in the anode chamber, while the cathode chamber was
filled with an alkaline solution with a concentration of 200 mg-
eq/dm3. Electrolysis processes were conducted at a current density
ranging from 0.83 to 16.7 A/dm2, using solutions with chloride
concentrations between 59 and 480 mg-eq/dm3. It was found
that the intensity of chloride oxidation increased with higher
anode current density and higher chloride concentration in the
solution. A decrease in the current efficiency of oxidized chlorine
compounds was observed as chloride concentration in the solution
decreased. The concentration of oxidized compounds in the anolyte
of an open electrolyzer did not exceed 180 mg-eq/dm3 due to
significant losses of Cl2 and ClO2 caused by degassing.

Keywords: membrane; reverse osmosis; electrodialysis;
active chlorine; catholyte; anolyte; anode current density; current
efficiency.
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