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Corrosion not only increases maintenance costs but also poses environmental and safety

risks. The use of sulfonate- and amine-based inhibitors for protecting oilfield infrastructure

against corrosion is a critical advancement in the oil and gas industry. The present study

investigates the development and effectiveness of a newly formulated bactericidal inhibitor,

NS-41A, for mitigating hydrogen sulfide-induced corrosion and microbiologically

influenced corrosion in reservoir waters. Chemical and microbiological analyses were

performed on water samples from production wells of the «Neft Daslari» Oil and Gas

Production Unit. Well No. 2425 was identified as the most aggressive, exhibiting a

corrosion rate of 1.2870 g/m2
⋅h, a hydrogen sulfide content of 91.56 mg/dm3, and bacterial

counts of 105–106 cells/ml. The effectiveness of NS-41A was evaluated at concentrations

ranging from 25–250 mg/l. At the optimal dosage of 200 mg/l, the corrosion rate decreased

by a factor of 64.38, achieving 96.4% protection efficiency, while sulfate-reducing bacteria,

iron bacteria, and hydrocarbon-oxidizing bacteria were entirely eradicated. The inhibitor

was synthesized in two stages using heavy gas oil, sodium sulfonate, and

aminoethylethanolamine. Laboratory experiments demonstrated that a 4:1 ratio of sodium

sulfonate to aminoethylethanolamine (NS-41A) exhibited significant inhibitory and

biocidal activity. This research highlights the potential of NS-41A as a cost-effective and

efficient inhibitor for industrial applications. It also provides a valuable framework for

future innovations in the field of corrosion protection, with potential adaptability to

other industrial contexts.
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Introduction
The operation of oil and gas fields presents

significant challenges due to the corrosive nature of
reservoir environments, exacerbated by drilling fluids
and injected water used to maintain reservoir pressure.
These substances, although effective in their intended
functions, often contribute to heightened corrosion
aggressiveness when inadequately treated. Such
conditions compromise the reliability and efficiency
of oilfield equipment, emphasizing the critical need

for ongoing monitoring and protective measures [1,2].
Understanding the role of various chemical and
biological factors in corrosion processes is crucial for
maintaining operational safety and extending the
lifespan of infrastructure in the oil and gas industry.
Produced water in oil and gas fields typically contains
substances such as carbon dioxide, oxygen, and
hydrogen sulfide, as well as microorganisms that
contribute to corrosion. Among the microorganisms
contributing to corrosion, sulfate-reducing bacteria
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(SRBs), iron bacteria (FeB), and hydrocarbon-
oxidizing bacteria (HOB) are particularly influential
due to their metabolic activities. SRBs reduce sulfates
to hydrogen sulfide, creating a highly corrosive
environment that accelerates metal degradation. Iron
bacteria oxidize ferrous ions to ferric ions, promoting
the formation of corrosive deposits [3–6].
Hydrocarbon-oxidizing bacteria metabolize
hydrocarbons present in reservoir fluids, often
producing organic acids that lower pH levels and
exacerbate corrosion. These biological activities form
complex biofilms that shield bacterial colonies, making
them resilient to conventional treatments and
amplifying their impact on pipeline integrity.
Understanding and mitigating these processes is crucial
for designing effective, adaptive strategies to manage
microbiologically influenced corrosion (MIC) in oil
and gas fields [7]. These microorganisms play
dominant roles due to their adaptability and rapid
multiplication and catalyze chemical transformations
that accelerate the deterioration of pipelines and
equipment. Monitoring and mitigating the impact of
these factors is an ongoing priority in reservoir
management. In oil fields such as Neft Daslari, one
of Azerbaijan’s oldest and most significant offshore
oil production units, the combination of high H2S
content, acidic water conditions, and bacterial
proliferation creates a particularly aggressive
environment for corrosion. As oil fields mature and
water injection for enhanced recovery increases, the
challenge of corrosion intensifies, necessitating the
development of effective mitigation strategies.

Chemical inhibitors and biocides are widely
employed to control both H2S-induced and microbial
corrosion. However, many traditional inhibitors are
either partially effective, environmentally hazardous,
or uneconomical for large-scale applications. Therefore,
there is a growing need to develop new, cost-effective,
and environmentally acceptable inhibitors that can
simultaneously reduce H2S corrosion and control
microbial growth in aggressive oilfield environments.
Bactericidal corrosion inhibitors have emerged as a

practical and effective solution to counteract these
challenges. These inhibitors not only reduce the rate
of metal degradation but also target microbial-induced
corrosion by suppressing the activity of harmful
bacteria. Their affordability and ease of application
make them one of the most widely used methods in
the industry. However, studies show that prolonged
use of a single inhibitor can lead to microbial resistance
[8].

Over time, specific microbial groups adapt to
the inhibitor and may even metabolize it, diminishing
its effectiveness. This necessitates the periodic
introduction of new inhibitors and biocides, tailored
to the evolving conditions of the oilfield environment.
Advanced research and development in this area focus
on creating inhibitors with enhanced durability and
effectiveness, capable of mitigating corrosion while
adapting to changing microbial ecosystems. Addressing
these challenges through innovative corrosion
management strategies ensures the continued reliability
of oilfield operations and minimizes economic and
environmental risks. By implementing comprehensive
monitoring systems and adopting novel inhibitors,
the oil and gas industry can effectively combat the
persistent issue of corrosion [9]. These measures
contribute not only to operational efficiency but also
to the sustainability of valuable resources and
infrastructure. The primary goal of this study was to
develop and implement new inhibitors and biocides
in oil and gas fields to counteract the challenges posed
by microbial adaptation and reduced effectiveness of
existing reagents. This ensures the continued efficacy
of corrosion management strategies, enhances the
durability of equipment, and minimizes operational
disruptions caused by microbial-induced corrosion in
dynamically evolving reservoir environments [10].

In the preparation of the inhibitor biocide, heavy
gas oil obtained from the coking unit of the Heydar
Aliyev Baku Oil Refinery was used. In the first stage,
sulfuric acid sulfonation of the heavy gas oil and the
production of the sodium salt of sulfuric acid were
carried out (Scheme). In the second stage, compositions

Scheme. Sulfonation and neutralization reaction
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of sodium sulfonate and aminoethylethanolamine
(AEEA) in various ratios were prepared in a mixture
of water and isopropyl alcohol. Laboratory studies
revealed that a composition with a 4:1 ratio of sodium
sulfonate to AEEA (NS-41A) was more effective against
both hydrogen sulfide and microbiological corrosion.
The physicochemical properties of the NS-41A reagent
were determined (Table 1), and the bactericidal-
inhibitor effect was studied in the most aggressive
water sample taken from well No. 2425 of the
«Neft Daslari» oil field.

In the research work, water samples from the
following production wells of the «Neft Daslari» Oil
and Gas Production Unit (OGPU): 2167, 2416, 2568,
819, 2417, 966, 2425 from OGPU No. 1, respectively,
were subjected to chemical and microbiological analysis
under laboratory conditions based on current regulatory
documents. The corrosion aggressiveness was
determined, and the most aggressive water sample
was selected for further experimentation.

Experimental, results and discussion

The amount of hydrogen sulfide in the water
samples was determined according to the
OCT 39-234-89 standard using the iodometric method
(Table 2). According to the standard, the hydrogen
sulfide content (mg/l) was calculated using the following
formula:

( )
,
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where V1 is the amount of iodine added (ml); K1 is
the correction factor for expressing iodine
concentration correctly; V2 is the amount of sodium
thiosulfate used for back titration (ml); K2 is the
correction factor for expressing thiosulfate
concentration correctly; N is the normality of the
titrated thiosulfate or iodine solution; and Vr is the
volume of the water sample taken for analysis (ml).

The corrosion aggressiveness of the reservoir
water sample was determined using the gravimetric
method in accordance with the state standard GOST

9.506-87 (Table 2). The tests were conducted in a
U-shaped tube equipped with a mechanical stirrer,
operating at 500 cycles per minute for a period of
6 hours.

The corrosion rate was calculated using the
following formula:
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where Vk is the corrosion rate (g/m2⋅h); m1 is the
weight of the sample before the test (g); m2 is the
weight of the sample after the test (g); S is the surface
area of the sample (m2); and τ is the test duration (h).

If an inhibitor is used, the protection effect of
the reagent against hydrogen sulfide corrosion (Z) is
calculated based on the following formula:
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where Vk0 is the corrosion rate in the uninhibited
medium (g⋅m–2⋅s–1); and Vk1 is the corrosion rate in
the inhibited medium (g⋅m–2⋅s–1).

The microbiological analysis of the reservoir
water samples was performed by culturing the samples
on selective media suitable for each microbial group.
The amount of sulfate-reducing bacteria (SRB) was
determined according to the NACE TMO194-2014
standard («Field Monitoring of Bacterial Growth in
Oil and Gas Systems»). This standard defines the
procedures for water sample collection, initial bacterial
count determination, and monitoring the bacterial
population after biocide application. The selective
medium used for SRB analysis consisted of the
following components: Postgate B (g/l): 1.0 NH4Cl;
0.5 K2HPO4; 2.0 MgSO4⋅7H2O; 1.0 CaSO4;
0.5 FeSO4⋅7H2O; 25 NaCl; 1.0 yeast extract;
3.5 ml Na lactate (60%); 0.1 g ascorbic acid; and
0.1 g thioglycolic acid.

To determine the presence of SRB, 1 ml of the
water sample was placed in a sterile glass container

Table 1

Physicochemical properties of the «NS-41A» inhibitor-biocid

Property Value Test method 

external appearance dark brown liquid visually 

density at 20
0
C, g/cm

3 
0.924–0.963 state standard GOST 3900-85 

freezing temperature, 
0
C <–20 state standard GOST 20287-91 

kinematics viscosity at 20
0
C, mm

2
/s 

(sSt) 
36 state standard GOST 33-2000 

pH, diluted solution 9–10, 3% H2O potentiometry 

ignition temperature, 
0
C <65 state standard GOST 6356-75 
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and mixed with 9 ml of Postgate medium. After five
minutes of mixing, the first dilution was obtained.
The sample was further diluted using sterile pipettes
in a series of dilutions (1:100; 1:10,000, etc.), and
each dilution was plated on nutrient media. After the
inoculation process, all samples were incubated at
320C for 15 days. The presence of bacteria was
determined by observing the growth on the nutrient
media. The presence of sulfate-reducing bacteria was
confirmed by the observation of iron-sulfide
precipitates.

The number of bacterial cells (cells/ml) was
calculated using the following formula:

,
V

10
M

1n−

=

where n is the bacterial growth noted in the last
dilution tube; and V is the volume of the water sample
taken for inoculation (ml).

Iron bacteria (FeB) and hydrocarbon-oxidizing
bacteria (HOB) were cultured in Volf and Raymond
media, respectively. The results obtained are presented
in Table 2.

The chemical analysis of the water samples was
conducted in accordance with MS 1669347-05-04
standard. Parameters including pH, density, and the
concentration of Cl–, SO4

2–, CO3
2–, HCO3

–, Mg2+,
Ca2+, Na+, and K+ ions were determined. Based on
the Palmer and Sulin classification system, the type
of reservoir water was identified (Table 3).

As seen from the analysis of Tables 2 and 3, the
reservoir water sample taken from well No. 2425 of
OGPU No. 1 is more aggressive compared to the
other well samples. Specifically, the bacterial count
in the reservoir water of this well is 105–106 cells/ml,
the corrosion rate is K=1.2870 g/m2

⋅h or
1.4414 mm/year, the total mineralization is

54398.61 mg/l, the content of H2S is 91.56 mg/dm3,
and the pH of the water is more acidic (pH 5.5)
compared to the other samples. Taking all these factors
into account, the bactericidal inhibitor effect of the
prepared compositions was studied at concentrations
ranging from 25–250 mg/l in the water sample taken
from well No. 2425 (Table 4).

As shown in Table 4, the corrosion rate in an
uninhibited environment was 1.2870 g/m2

⋅h, with
the bacterial count ranging between 105–106 cells/ml.
When various concentrations of inhibitor were added
to the system, a decrease in the corrosion rate of the
metal was observed. Specifically, after adding the
inhibitor at a concentration of 25 mg/l, the corrosion
rate decreased by 2.63 times. At this concentration,
the SRB count was 105 cells/ml, the HOB count was
105 cells/ml, and the FeB count was 105 cells/ml.

At the higher concentration range
(200–250 mg/l), the inhibitor demonstrated high
effectiveness against both hydrogen sulfide and
microbiological corrosion. Therefore, a concentration
of 200 mg/l was selected as the optimal dosage. At
this concentration, the «NS-41A» bactericidal inhibitor
reduced the hydrogen sulfide corrosion rate by
64.38 times, with a metal loss of 0.0003 g, and the
protection efficiency reached 96% (Fig. 1). At the
same concentration of that bactericidal inhibitor, all
bacteria causing microbiological corrosion (SRB, HOB,
and FeB) were destroyed (Fig. 2).

It can be suggested that the high efficiency of
NS-41A arises from a combined surface†protective
and antimicrobial action. In our view, the sulfonate
component likely adsorbs onto the steel, forming a
thin, hydrophobic layer that impedes direct contact
with corrosive agents, while the
aminoethylethanolamine fraction may help moderate
localized acidity where H2S is present. At the same
time, we assume that the amine functionality interferes

Microorganisms, cells/ml 

Well number 

SRB FeB HOB 

Content of 

H2S, mg/dm
3
 

Corrosion rate, g/m
2
⋅h, 

(mm/year) 

2167 10
4 

10
5 

10
7 

20.45 K=0.5382, (0.6027) 

2416 10
2 

10
6 

10
6 

22.15 K=0.5656, (0.6334) 

2568 10
3 

10
5 

10
7 

27.26 K=0.8686, (0.9728) 

819 10
5 

10
6 

10
5 

25.26 K=0.9222, (1.032) 

2417 10
3 

10
6 

10
7 

20.44 K=0.6727, (0.7553) 

966 10
2 

10
5 

10
6 

8.52 K=0.6061, (0.6788) 

2425 10
6 

10
5 

10
6 

91.56 K=1.2870, (1.4414) 

Table 2

Results of the microbiological analysis of the water sample of NQCS No. 1
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with the metabolic activity of sulfate reducing, iron
oxidizing, and hydrocarbon oxidizing bacteria, either
by disrupting membrane integrity or by inhibiting key
enzymatic processes, thus reducing biofilm formation
and microbial induced corrosion. Together, these effects
would explain the markedly lower corrosion rates and
the apparent elimination of microbial colonies at the
optimal dosage of 200 mg/L.

Conclusions

1. The water samples taken from the flooded
operational wells of the «Neft Daslari» OGPU No. 1
were subjected to chemical and microbiological analysis
under laboratory conditions in accordance with the
existing regulatory documents. The corrosion
aggressiveness was determined, and the most aggressive
water sample was selected to study the protective effect
of a newly developed inhibitor-bactericide.

2. The «NS-41A» bactericide-inhibitor
demonstrated a high protective effect against hydrogen
sulfide corrosion in pipelines operated in the mines.
Specifically, at a concentration of 200 mg/l, the
protection efficiency against H2S corrosion reached
96.4%.
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Fig. 2. Protective effect of the «NS-41A» reagent against

various types of bacteria

Fig. 1. Protective effect of the «NS-41A» reagent against

hydrogen sulfide corrosion
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Table 4

Protective effect of «NS-41A» inhibitor-bactericide

Concentration of 

NS-41A reagent, 

mg/l 

Metal 

loss, g 

Corrosion 

rate, g/m
2
⋅h

 
Retardation 

factor 

Protection 

effect, % 

SRB, 

cell/ml 

HOB, 

cell/ml 

FeB, 

cell/ml 

– 

(without 

inhibitor) 

0.01200 1.2870 – – 10
6
 10

6
 10

5
 

25 0.0040 0.490 2.63 62 10
5
 10

5
 10

5
 

50 0.0022 0.240 5.85 82 10
4
 10

5
 10

4
 

100 0.0010 0.140 9.90 89 10
3
 10

4
 10

3
 

150 0.0006 0.090 14.30 93 10
2
 10

3
 10

1
 

200 0.0003 0.050 25.74 96 0 0 0 

250 0.0003 0.051 25.72 96 0 0 0 

 

3. The «NS-41A» bactericide-inhibitor exhibited
a strong biocidal effect against iron bacteria,
hydrocarbon-oxidizing bacteria, and sulfate-reducing
bacteria, which are responsible for microbiologically
induced corrosion. At a concentration of 200 mg/l,
the reagent showed a 100% protective effect against
the aforementioned bacteria. This inhibitor-bactericide
is considered suitable for future use in preventing
internal corrosion in pipeline systems within the
mines.
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ÄÎÑË²ÄÆÅÍÍß ÀÍÒÈÊÎÐÎÇ²ÉÍÎ¯ Ä²¯
²ÍÃ²Á²ÒÎÐÀ-ÁÀÊÒÅÐÈÖÈÄÓ ÍÀ ÎÑÍÎÂ²
ÑÓËÜÔÎÍÀÒ²Â ² ÀÌ²Í²Â Ó ÏÎÏÓÒÍÈÕ ÂÎÄÀÕ

Å.Ô. Ñóëòàíîâ, À.Í. Êóðáàíîâ

Êîðîç³ÿ íå ëèøå ï³äâèùóº âèòðàòè íà îáñëóãîâó-
âàííÿ, àëå é ñòàíîâèòü çàãðîçó äëÿ äîâê³ëëÿ òà áåçïåêè.
Âèêîðèñòàííÿ ³íã³á³òîð³â íà îñíîâ³ ñóëüôîíàò³â ³ àì³í³â äëÿ
çàõèñòó íàôòîâèäîáóâíî¿ ³íôðàñòðóêòóðè â³ä êîðîç³¿ º
âàæëèâèì äîñÿãíåííÿì ó íàôòîãàçîâ³é ïðîìèñëîâîñò³. Ó
äàí³é ðîáîò³ äîñë³äæåíî ðîçðîáêó òà åôåêòèâí³ñòü íîâîãî
áàêòåðèöèäíîãî ³íã³á³òîðà NS-41A äëÿ çìåíøåííÿ êîðîç³¿,
ñïðè÷èíåíî¿ ñ³ðêîâîäíåì, à òàêîæ ì³êðîá³îëîã³÷íî ³íäóêî-
âàíî¿ êîðîç³¿ ó ïëàñòîâèõ âîäàõ. Áóëî ïðîâåäåíî õ³ì³÷íèé
òà ì³êðîá³îëîã³÷íèé àíàë³ç ïðîá âîäè ç âèäîáóâíèõ
ñâåðäëîâèí íà íàôòîãàçîâîìó ïðîìèñë³ «Íàôòîâ³ Êàìåí³».
Ñâåðäëîâèíà ¹ 2425 áóëà âèçíà÷åíà ÿê íàéá³ëüø àãðå-
ñèâíà: êîðîç³éíà øâèäê³ñòü ñòàíîâèëà 1,2870 ã/ì2

⋅ãîä,
âì³ñò ñ³ðêîâîäíþ – 91,56 ìã/äì3, à ê³ëüê³ñòü áàêòåð³é
– 105–106 êë³òèí/ìë. Åôåêòèâí³ñòü NS-41A îö³íþâàëàñÿ â
êîíöåíòðàö³éíîìó ä³àïàçîí³ 25–250 ìã/ë. Çà îïòèìàëüíî-
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ãî äîçóâàííÿ 200 ìã/ë êîðîç³éíà øâèäê³ñòü çìåíøèëàñü ó
64,38 ðàçè, äîñÿãíóâøè 96,4% åôåêòèâíîñò³ çàõèñòó, ïðè
öüîìó ñóëüôàòâ³äíîâëþâàëüí³ áàêòåð³¿, çàë³çîáàêòåð³¿ òà
âóãëåâîäíåîêèñíþâàëüí³ áàêòåð³¿ áóëè ïîâí³ñòþ çíèùåí³.
²íã³á³òîð ñèíòåçóâàëè ó äâà åòàïè ç âèêîðèñòàííÿì âàæêî-
ãî ãàçîéëþ, íàòð³ºâîãî ñóëüôîíàòó òà àì³íîåòèëåòàíîëàì³-
íó. Ëàáîðàòîðí³ åêñïåðèìåíòè ïîêàçàëè, ùî ñï³ââ³äíîøåííÿ
íàòð³ºâîãî ñóëüôîíàòó äî àì³íîåòèëåòàíîëàì³íó 4:1
(NS-41A) çàáåçïå÷óº çíà÷íó ³íã³á³òîðíó òà á³îöèäíó àê-
òèâí³ñòü. Öå äîñë³äæåííÿ ï³äêðåñëþº ïîòåíö³àë NS-41A ÿê
åêîíîì³÷íî âèã³äíîãî òà åôåêòèâíîãî ³íã³á³òîðà äëÿ ïðî-
ìèñëîâîãî çàñòîñóâàííÿ. Âîíî òàêîæ ñòâîðþº ö³ííó îñíî-
âó äëÿ ïîäàëüøèõ ³ííîâàö³é ó ãàëóç³ àíòèêîðîç³éíîãî
çàõèñòó ç ìîæëèâ³ñòþ àäàïòàö³¿ äî ³íøèõ ãàëóçåé ïðî-
ìèñëîâîñò³.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: íàòð³ºâèé ñóëüôîíàò;
àì³íîåòèëåòàíîëàì³í; ³íã³á³òîð-áàêòåðèöèä; øâèäê³ñòü
êîðîç³¿; çàë³çîáàêòåð³¿; âóãëåâîäíåîêèñíþâàëüí³ áàêòåð³¿;
ñóëüôàòâ³äíîâëþâàëüí³ áàêòåð³¿; ³çîïðîï³ëîâèé ñïèðò.
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Corrosion not only increases maintenance costs but also
poses environmental and safety risks. The use of sulfonate- and
amine-based inhibitors for protecting oilfield infrastructure against
corrosion is a critical advancement in the oil and gas industry.
The present study investigates the development and effectiveness
of a newly formulated bactericidal inhibitor, NS-41A, for
mitigating hydrogen sulfide-induced corrosion and
microbiologically influenced corrosion in reservoir waters. Chemical
and microbiological analyses were performed on water samples
from production wells of the «Neft Daslari» Oil and Gas
Production Unit. Well No. 2425 was identified as the most
aggressive, exhibiting a corrosion rate of 1.2870 g/m2

⋅h, a hydrogen
sulfide content of 91.56 mg/dm3, and bacterial counts of
105–106 cells/ml. The effectiveness of NS-41A was evaluated at
concentrations ranging from 25–250 mg/l. At the optimal dosage
of 200 mg/l, the corrosion rate decreased by a factor of 64.38,
achieving 96.4% protection efficiency, while sulfate-reducing
bacteria, iron bacteria, and hydrocarbon-oxidizing bacteria were
entirely eradicated. The inhibitor was synthesized in two stages
using heavy gas oil, sodium sulfonate, and
aminoethylethanolamine. Laboratory experiments demonstrated
that a 4:1 ratio of sodium sulfonate to aminoethylethanolamine
(NS-41A) exhibited significant inhibitory and biocidal activity.
This research highlights the potential of NS-41A as a cost-effective
and efficient inhibitor for industrial applications. It also provides
a valuable framework for future innovations in the field of corrosion
protection, with potential adaptability to other industrial contexts.

Keywords: sodium sulfonate; aminoethylethanolamine;
inhibitor-bactericide; corrosion rate; iron bacteria; hydrocarbon-
oxidizing bacteria; sulfate-reducing bacteria; isopropyl alcohol.
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