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The influence of anodic potentiostatic treatment of nickel surface in deep eutectic solvents,
ethaline and reline (eutectic mixtures of choline chloride with ethylene glycol and urea,
respectively), on the electrocatalytic activity in the electrochemical reactions of oxygen
evolution and urea oxidation in an aqueous alkaline medium (1 M NaOH) was investigated
for the first time. It was shown that, depending on the chosen treatment potential and
the nature of the eutectic solvent used, a significant increase in the rate of the studied
processes was observed. Specifically, after anodic treatment of nickel under certain
conditions, the polarization of the oxygen evolution reaction at a current density of
0.1 A/cm2 could be reduced by approximately 150–200 mV, and the maximum current
density of urea oxidation could be increased by an order of magnitude (from 0.012 A/cm2

to 0.131 A/cm2 at a urea concentration of 0.33 mol/dm3 in alkaline solution). The observed
increase in electrocatalytic activity after anodic treatment of nickel in deep eutectic
solvents is likely related to changes in surface morphology patterns and the nature and
concentration of relevant electroactive sites on the electrode surface. The results obtained
in this work can be used for the development of highly efficient electrode materials for
green hydrogen energy.
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Introduction
A crucial task in the development of modern

green hydrogen energy is the reduction of energy
consumption in the hydrogen synthesis process
(reaction (1)) through water electrolysis:

−− +→+ 2OHH2eO2H 22 . (1)

A possible solution is to replace the anodic
oxygen evolution reaction (reaction (2), which has a
relatively high standard equilibrium potential of
+1.23 V and significant polarization) with another
oxidation process of an organic compound with better
energy parameters [1,2]. In particular, the use of the
urea (CO(NH2)2) oxidation reaction (reaction (3))
[3–7] appears very promising, as its standard

equilibrium potential in an alkaline medium is only
–0.852 V [8].

−− ++→ 2eOHO
2
12OH 22 . (2)

−−− +++→+ 6eCOO6HN8OH)CO(NH 2
32222 , (3)

However, a significant obstacle to replacing the
coupled oxygen evolution reaction with the urea
electrooxidation reaction in the cathodic synthesis of
hydrogen is the considerable polarization of this multi-
step electrode process [3–5]. Therefore, considerable
attention is currently being devoted to developing
methods to enhance the electrocatalytic activity of
electrode materials, particularly those based on nickel,
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for the anodic oxidation of urea [6].
In the context of the above, it seemed interesting

and promising to explore the influence of anodic
treatment of nickel surfaces on the electrocatalytic
activity in the urea electrooxidation reaction.
Previously, we demonstrated that the anodic treatment
of Ni in electrolytes based on a new generation of
ionic liquids, so-called deep eutectic solvents (DESs),
under certain conditions significantly enhances the
electrocatalytic activity in the hydrogen evolution
reaction [9–11]. However, it remained unknown
whether the anodic treatment of nickel in DESs also
affects the kinetics of urea electrooxidation. This specific
question became the subject of investigation in this
study.

Experimental
Two types of deep eutectic solvents were used

for the anodic treatment: the so-called ethaline and
reline, which are mixtures of choline chloride with
ethylene glycol and urea, respectively, with a molar
ratio of components of 1:2. They were prepared by
mixing the components at a temperature of
approximately 70–800C. The residual water
concentration in them, determined by the Fischer
method, did not exceed 1 wt.%.

Samples of nickel foil (nickel content 99.9%)
with a thickness of 1 mm and a visible surface area of
1 cm2 were used. Before conducting the experiments,
their surfaces were thoroughly degreased, etched in a
hydrochloric acid solution (1:1 by volume), and dried.
Electrochemical measurements were performed using
the Potentiostat/Galvanostat/ZRA Reference 3000
(Gamry, USA). Standard glass cells with a volume of
100 cm3, thermostated at a temperature of 298 K,
were employed. The anodic treatment of nickel in
the selected DESs was carried out in potentiostatic
mode at potentials of 0.1, 0.3, 0.5, 0.7, 1.0, 1.35, and
1.7 V for 2.5 hours. In these experiments, a silver
wire served as the quasi-reference electrode, and a
platinum mesh served as the auxiliary electrode [11].

The electrocatalytic activity of the nickel surface
in reactions (1)–(3) was evaluated using linear
voltammetry in deaerated aqueous solutions of
1 M NaOH and 1 M NaOH+0.33 M CO(NH2)2 [4]
at a temperature of 298 K. A saturated Ag/AgCl
reference electrode1 and a platinum auxiliary electrode
were used in these experiments.

The surface morphology was studied using
scanning electron microscopy (Zeiss EVO 40XVP).

Results and discussion
Anodic treatment of the nickel surface in DESs

was carried out in potentiostatic mode at a series of
selected electrode potential values. It is worth noting
that the peculiarities of the kinetics of nickel anodic
dissolution in deep eutectic solvents, their possible
mechanism, and the justification for the choice of
potential values for surface etching are extensively
described in a previous publication [11]. Figures 1
and 2 demonstrate cyclic voltammograms of the Ni
surface before and after treatment at selected potentials
in ethaline and reline, respectively. The voltammetric
curves were recorded both in «pure» 1 M NaOH
solution and in a solution of 1 M NaOH additionally
containing 0.33 M CO(NH2)2, allowing the evaluation
of the surface electrocatalytic activity in reaction (3).

The j vs. E curves were recorded starting from
the cathodic region corresponding to hydrogen
evolution. Then, the electrode potential was scanned
towards the anodic direction. It should be noted that
the obtained j vs. E curves exhibit characteristic current
fluctuations. These fluctuations are caused by the fact
that the studied processes (primarily hydrogen and
oxygen evolution) are accompanied by intense gas
evolution in the near-electrode layer, which locally
violates the uniform distribution of current across the
electrode surface and partially blocks it. Since the
current registration occurs not on an analog principle
but on a digital one, and only at certain fixed time
points during the potential scan, the obtained curves
reflect local deviations in current from the «average»
due to gas evolution on the electrode. In this study,
unlike previous publications [9–11], algorithmic
averaging («smoothing») of the obtained curves was
not performed due to the complex geometric shape of
the registered voltammograms.

It is evident that the regions of cathodic and
anodic currents in all recorded voltammograms, which
have an exponential-like shape, correspond to the
hydrogen evolution reaction (1) and the oxygen
evolution reaction (2), respectively. The waves of
anodic current appearing on the voltammograms in
solutions containing dissolved urea, at potentials close
to 0.4–0.7 V, are attributed to the electrocatalytic
oxidation of urea according to reaction (3) [4–6].

From the obtained data, it can be observed that
the surface of the Ni electrode without anodic treatment
exhibits some electrocatalytic activity towards the urea
oxidation reaction: a current wave corresponding to
process (3) appears on the voltammetric curve in the
electrolyte with dissolved urea, but the height of this
current plateau is relatively small. Furthermore, upon
further polarization, the exponential region

1 To prevent possible misunderstandings, it should be emphasized that the necessity of using two different reference electrodes (and

thus two non-identical scales of electrode potentials) within one study is due to the fact that the «traditional» silver chloride electrode

with a water-saturated solution of KCl cannot be used in non-aqueous environments of deep eutectic solvents.
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Fig. 1. Voltammograms of the nickel electrode, treated by anodic polarization in the ethaline solvent and untreated, recorded in

1 M NaOH solution (denoted as «NaOH») and 1 M NaOH+0.33 M CO(NH2)2 solution (denoted as «NaOH+urea») at a scan

rate of 50 mV/s and a temperature of 298 K. The potentials of anodic treatment in ethaline are indicated directly on the figure.

For comparison purposes, the corresponding curves for the untreated surface are provided on all constituents of the figure
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Fig. 2. Voltammograms of the nickel electrode, treated by anodic polarization in the reline solvent and untreated, recorded in

1 M NaOH solution (denoted as «NaOH») and 1 M NaOH+0.33 M CO(NH2)2 solution (denoted as «NaOH+urea») at a scan

rate of 50 mV/s and a temperature of 298 K. The potentials of anodic treatment in reline are indicated directly on the figure.

For comparison purposes, the corresponding curves for the untreated surface are provided on all constituents of the figure

                                 a                     b

                                 c                     d

                                e                     f

g
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corresponding to oxygen evolution in an alkaline
medium shifts towards more positive potentials,
indicating a process inhibition, possibly associated
with the «poisoning» of the surface by adsorbed
oxidation products of urea.

The anodic treatment of the nickel surface in a
DES significantly influences its electrocatalytic activity
concerning both the anodic oxygen evolution and
urea oxidation. The nature of this influence depends
on the magnitude of the potential of potentiostatic
treatment and the nature of the deep eutectic solvent.
Let us consider these patterns separately for the two
DESs used (ethaline and reline).

The anodic treatment of nickel in ethaline solvent
has a relatively weak effect on its electrocatalytic
properties at two of the lowest applied potentials (0.1;
0.3, and 0.5 V). Presumably, this is because the lowest
anodic dissolution potentials correspond to the lowest
current densities, hence resulting in negligible surface
alterations. Changes in electrocatalytic activity worthy
of discussion are observed after anodic treatment at
potentials of 0.7 V and higher. It is evident that the
surface treated in ethaline at 0.7 V (Fig. 1, g) exhibits
significantly higher activity in the oxygen evolution
reaction, as the corresponding voltammetric curve in
1 M NaOH solution shifts towards more negative
potentials, indicating reduced anodic polarization.
Treatment of the nickel surface in ethaline at 0.7 V
also contributes to an increase in current density
corresponding to the wave of urea oxidation. Increasing
the potential values of potentiostatic anodic treatment
of Ni in ethaline (1.0; 1.35 and 1.7 V, Fig. 1, d, e,
and f, respectively) leads to enhancement of these
electrocatalytic effects. For instance, a well-defined
wave of limiting current for urea electrooxidation,
approximately 0.13 A/cm2 (at 1.7 V, Fig. 1, f), is
formed in the voltammogram. The diffusion-controlled
nature of this limiting current is evidenced by its
increase with the potential scan rate (Fig. 3), which
is well-rectified in test coordinates jmax vs. v1/2), where
v represents the potential scan rate.

However, it should be noted that nickel treatment
in ethaline at the highest of the used potentials
(1.7 V) practically does not affect the electrocatalytic
activity in the oxygen evolution reaction
(in 1 M NaOH solution without urea), as the
corresponding voltammetric curves practically overlap
each other.

To visualize and systematize the obtained results
regarding the influence of nickel anode treatment on
the electrocatalytic activity in reactions (2) and (3),
they are summarized in Tables 1 and 2. In these

Tables, polarization values2 at a current density of
0.1 A/cm2 are selected as the quantitative criterion for
electrocatalytic activity in the oxygen evolution
reaction, while the current density at an electrode
potential of 0.6 V, corresponding to the respective
region of the voltammetric curve, is chosen for the
urea oxidation reaction.

Analyzing the influence of anodic treatment of
nickel surfaces in reline on their electrocatalytic
characteristics (Fig. 2), it is noteworthy that, unlike
the case with ethaline, anodic treatment at all used
potentials, even relatively small ones, results in a
significant shift of the voltammetric curve for oxygen
evolution in the NaOH solution without urea,
indicating an electrocatalytic effect. However, a
monotonic dependence of electrocatalytic activity on
the value of the anodic treatment potential in reline
was not observed (Table 1). Regarding the reaction of
urea oxidation, electrochemical anodic treatment of
Ni in reline leads to increased electrocatalytic activity:
the corresponding polarization curves shift towards
more negative potentials, and waves corresponding to
the reaction (3) are formed on the curves.

Presumably, the significant change in the
electrocatalytic properties of nickel in the investigated
anodic reactions is mainly due to alterations in surface
morphology resulting from the anodic etching of the
surface in the studied DESs. For illustration, SEM

Fig. 3. Voltammograms of the nickel electrode treated by

anodic polarization in ethaline solution, recorded in

1 M NaOH+0.33 M CO(NH2)2 solution at various scan rates

and a temperature of 298 K. Anodic treatment potentials was

1.35 V. The inset illustrates the dependence of the maximum

current density of urea oxidation on the square root of the

scan rate

2 The equilibrium potential of the oxygen evolution reaction for polarization calculation was determined using the Nernst equation,

taking into account the literature data on the pH of the solution used [12,13].
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Table 1
Effect of nickel anodic treatment in DESs on the polarization of the oxygen evolution reaction in 1 M NaOH solution at

a current density of 0.1 A/cm2 (ηηηηη0.1)

DES used for the anodic 
treatment of the surface 

Values of the electrode potential 
during potentiostatic anodic 

treatment, V 

Polarization of the oxygen evolution reaction in a  
1 M NaOH solution at a current density of  

0.1 A/cm2, η0,1, V 
without anodic treatment – 0.66 

0.1 0.78
0.3 0.68
0.5 0.66
0.7 0.53
1.0 0.49

1.35 0.51

ethaline 

1.7 0.65
0.1 0.40
0.3 0.49
0.5 0.49
0.7 0.43
1.0 0.44

1.35 0.40

reline 

1.7 0.44

Table 2
Effect of nickel anode treatment in DESs on the maximum value of the current for the electrooxidation of urea in a

solution of 1 M NaOH+0.33 M CO(NH2)2

images of the Ni surface before and after anodic
treatment in ethaline and reline at a potential of
1.7 V are provided in Fig. 4. It can be observed that
the surface of the nickel foil before anodic treatment
includes a certain amount of sporadic defects and
heterogeneities (pores, cracks, depressions, etc.)
(Fig. 4, a). Anodic treatment of Ni in the ethaline
solution leads to the formation of a smooth and
uniform surface with asymmetric star-like protrusions

(Fig. 4, b). Conversely, after anodic potentiostatic
treatment in reline, a surface morphology having
dimpled textures is formed (Fig. 4, c). A more detailed
characterization of the influence of the anodic
treatment potential of nickel in ethaline and reline
on surface morphology and roughness is provided in
a previous publication [11].

Thus, anodic treatment of nickel in DESs leads
to changes in surface morphology patterns, and
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consequently, to corresponding alterations in the
concentration and nature of electroactive sites present
on the electrode surface. Under conditions of
sufficiently high anodic polarization, the nickel surface
undergoes further changes associated with the
formation of several molecular layers of oxide and
hydroxide phases, in which nickel exists in various
oxidation states (such as NiO2, NiO, NiOOH,
NiO(OH)2, and NiOO2) [14].

In this context, it is important to note that
according to modern understandings, the mechanism
of the oxygen evolution reaction on oxidized metal
surfaces in alkaline environments is described by the
following schematic representation [15]:

M+OH–→MOH, (4)

MOH+OH–→MO+H2O, (5)

2MO→2M+O2, (6)

MO+OH–→MOOH+e–, (7)

MOOH+OH–→M+O2+H2O, (8)

where M represents a metal atom on the surface.
Despite alternative reaction schemes for reaction

(2) being presented in the literature [16], tailored to
specific metal electrodes and detailing the mechanism
of this electrochemical reaction, the general consensus
is that the surface concentration of intermediates and
the strength of M–O bonds in these intermediates
(MOH, MO, and MOOH) are crucial for the
electrocatalytic characteristics regarding the oxygen
evolution reaction.

Previously, it has been shown that anodic
treatment of the Ni surface, depending on the specific
conditions of its implementation, significantly alters
the distribution of surface concentrations of these

surface oxide-hydroxide compounds, which act as active
catalytic centers, and therefore influences the
electrocatalytic behavior of nickel in the oxygen
evolution reaction [14]. It is evident that the surface
prehistory of nickel, associated with its prior anodic
treatment in DESs and the observed changes in surface
morphology, should influence the characteristics of
the electrocatalytic sites, explaining the phenomena
of changes in electrocatalytic activity during O2

evolution in an aqueous alkaline solution (Table 1).
The observed influence of nickel anodic treatment

in DESs on its electrocatalytic activity regarding the
oxidation of urea (Fig. 1 and 2, Table 2) should be
considered in light of the two main proposed
electrocatalytic mechanisms: direct (reactions (9) and
(10)) and indirect (reactions (9) and (11)). In the
first (direct) mechanism, the adsorption of urea
molecules on active sites containing NiOOH formed
during the anodic oxidation of Ni(OH)2 (reaction
(9)) is considered, where the direct electrochemical
oxidation of CO(NH2)2 occurs (reaction (10)):

6Ni(OH)2+6OH–→6NiOOH+6H2O+6e–,  (9)

CO(NH2)2+6OH–→N2+CO2+5H2O+6e–.  (10)

Here, nickel hydroxide Ni(OH)2 serves as a
precursor to the electrocatalyst, and the electrocatalytic
form NiOOH is not regenerated into the initial form
Ni(OH)2.

In the indirect mechanism, similar to the direct
one, the electrocatalytic form NiOOH is initially
formed (according to reaction (9)), and then it
chemically interacts with the adsorbed molecules of
urea to produce the final decomposition products and
regenerate Ni(OH)2 (reaction (11)):

6NiOOH+CO(NH2)2+H2O→6Ni(OH)2+N2+CO2.  (11)

Fig. 4. SEM images of the nickel surface: a – before anodic treatment in DES; b – after anodic treatment in ethaline at 1.7 V;

and c – after anodic treatment in reline at 1.7 V

a b c
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Regardless of which mechanism predominates
in a particular case under consideration (direct or
indirect), the kinetics of the electrochemical oxidation
of urea will be determined by the concentration and
nature of nickel particles with variable oxidation states
on the electrode surface. Obviously, anodic treatment
of Ni in DESs allows influencing the physicochemical
state of nickel surface compounds, thus determining
the observed electrocatalytic effects (Table 2).

To conclude, as inferred from the comparison
of the data in Tables 1 and 2, under all other equal
conditions, anodic treatment of nickel in reline
enhances electrocatalytic activity to a greater extent
for the oxidation of urea and, especially, for the oxygen
evolution reaction compared to anodic treatment in
ethaline. In this context, it is interesting to note that
the dimpled morphology of the nickel surface observed
after anodic treatment in reline (Fig. 4, c) may, under
certain conditions, contribute to the acceleration of
oxygen evolution in an alkaline environment [17].

Differences in surface morphology and
electrocatalytic activity of nickel surface after anodic
etching in ethaline and reline may suggest that
somewhat different intermediates containing nickel
in variable oxidation states are involved in these studied
anodic processes (2) and (3) in these eutectic solvents,
and anodic treatment of Ni in the used DES affects
the concentration of active catalytic sites and their
properties somewhat differently. However, a detailed
analysis of these differences requires further research
and goes far beyond the scope of this work.

Conclusions
Analysis of experimental data demonstrates that

anodic potentiostatic treatment of nickel in deep
eutectic solvents, ethaline and reline, enhances the
electrocatalytic activity in the anodic reactions of
oxygen evolution and urea oxidation in alkaline media
(1 M NaOH). The nature of the utilized deep eutectic
solvents (DES) and the applied electrode potential for
anodic treatment influence the electrocatalytic behavior
of the Ni electrode. These observed effects are likely
associated with changes in surface morphology and,
consequently, the nature and concentration of
electroactive sites. The obtained results could be utilized
for the development of advanced electrode systems
for hydrogen electrogeneration in green hydrogen
energy applications.
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ÂÏËÈÂ ÀÍÎÄÍÎÃÎ ÎÁÐÎÁËÅÍÍß Í²ÊÅËÞ Â
ÍÈÇÜÊÎÒÅÌÏÅÐÀÒÓÐÍÈÕ ÅÂÒÅÊÒÈ×ÍÈÕ
ÐÎÇ×ÈÍÍÈÊÀÕ ÍÀ ÅËÅÊÒÐÎÊÀÒÀË²ÒÈ×ÍÓ
ÀÊÒÈÂÍ²ÑÒÜ Ó ÐÅÀÊÖ²ßÕ ÂÈÄ²ËÅÍÍß ÊÈÑÍÞ ²
ÎÊÈÑËÅÍÍß ÊÀÐÁÀÌ²ÄÓ
Â.Ñ. Ïðîöåíêî, Ä.Î. Ìàõîòà, Ñ.À. Êîðí³é, Ò.ª. Áóòèð³íà,
Ô.É. Äàíèëîâ

Âïåðøå äîñë³äæåíî îñíîâí³ çàêîíîì³ðíîñò³ âïëèâó
àíîäíîãî ïîòåíö³îñòàòè÷íîãî îáðîáëåííÿ ïîâåðõí³ í³êåëþ
â íèçüêîòåìïåðàòóðíèõ åâòåêòè÷íèõ ðîç÷èííèêàõ, ethaline
³ reline (åâòåêòè÷í³ ñóì³ø³ õîë³í õëîðèäó ç åòèëåíãë³êîëåì ³
êàðáàì³äó, â³äïîâ³äíî) íà åëåêòðîêàòàë³òè÷íó àêòèâí³ñòü â
åëåêòðîõ³ì³÷íèõ ðåàêö³ÿõ âèä³ëåííÿ êèñíþ ³ îêèñëåííÿ
êàðáàì³äó ó âîäíîìó ëóæíîìó ñåðåäîâèù³ (1 M NaOH).
Ïîêàçàíî, ùî â çàëåæíîñò³ â³ä îáðàíîãî çíà÷åííÿ ïîòåí-
ö³àëó îáðîáëåííÿ òà ïðèðîäè âèêîðèñòàíîãî åâòåêòè÷íîãî
ðîç÷èííèêà ñïîñòåð³ãàºòüñÿ ñóòòºâå çðîñòàííÿ øâèäêîñò³
äîñë³äæåíèõ ïðîöåñ³â. Òàê, ï³ñëÿ àíîäíîãî îáðîáëåííÿ í³êå-
ëþ çà ïåâíèõ óìîâ ïîëÿðèçàö³ÿ ðåàêö³¿ âèä³ëåííÿ êèñíþ
ïðè ãóñòèí³ ñòðóìó 0,1 À/ñì2 ìîæå áóòè çíèæåíà íà ≈150–
200 ìÂ, à ìàêñèìàëüíèé ñòðóì îêèñëåííÿ êàðáàì³äó –
çá³ëüøåíèé íà ïîðÿäîê (â³ä 0,012 À/ñì2 äî 0,131 À/ñì2

ïðè êîíöåíòðàö³¿ CO(NH2)2 ó ëóæíîìó ðîç÷èí³
0,33 ìîëü/äì3). Ñïîñòåðåæåíå çðîñòàííÿ åëåêòðîêàòàë³òè-
÷íî¿ àêòèâíîñò³ ï³ñëÿ àíîäíîãî îáðîáëåííÿ í³êåëþ â
íèçêîòåìïåðàòóðíèõ åâòåêòè÷íèõ ðîç÷èííèêàõ, íàïåâíå,
ïîâ’ÿçàí³ ç³ çì³íàìè ïàòòåðí³â ïîâåðõíåâî¿ ìîðôîëîã³¿ òà
ïðèðîäè ³ êîíöåíòðàö³¿ â³äïî-â³äíèõ åëåêòðîàêòèâíèõ
öåíòð³â íà ïîâåðõí³ åëåêòðîäà. Ðåçóëüòàòè, îòðèìàí³ â ðî-
áîò³, ìîæóòü áóòè âèêîðèñòàí³ äëÿ ðîçðîáëåííÿ âèñîêî-
åôåêòèâíèõ åëåêòðîäíèõ ìàòåð³àë³â äëÿ «çåëåíî¿» âîäíåâî¿
åíåðãåòèêè.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: íèçüêîòåìïåðàòóðíèé åâòåêòè÷íèé
ðîç÷èííèê, í³êåëü, ïîòåíö³îñòàòè÷íå àíîäíå îáðîáëåííÿ,
åëåêòðîêàòàë³òè÷íà ïîâåä³íêà, ðåàêö³ÿ âèä³ëåííÿ êèñíþ,
ðåàêö³ÿ åëåêòðîîêèñëåííÿ êàðáàì³äó, âîäíåâà åíåðãåòèêà.

INFLUENCE OF ANODIC TREATMENT OF NICKEL IN
DEEP EUTECTIC SOLVENTS ON ELECTROCATALYTIC
ACTIVITY IN OXYGEN EVOLUTION AND UREA
OXIDATION REACTIONS

V.S. Protsenko a, *, D.O. Makhota a, S.A. Korniy a, b,
T.E. Butyrina a, F.I. Danilov a

a Ukrainian State University of Chemical Technology, Dnipro,
Ukraine
b Karpenko Physico-Mechanical Institute of the NAS of
Ukraine, Lviv, Ukraine
* e-mail: Vprotsenko7@gmail.com

The influence of anodic potentiostatic treatment of nickel
surface in deep eutectic solvents, ethaline and reline (eutectic
mixtures of choline chloride with ethylene glycol and urea,
respectively), on the electrocatalytic activity in the electrochemical
reactions of oxygen evolution and urea oxidation in an aqueous
alkaline medium (1 M NaOH) was investigated for the first
time. It was shown that, depending on the chosen treatment
potential and the nature of the eutectic solvent used, a significant
increase in the rate of the studied processes was observed.
Specifically, after anodic treatment of nickel under certain
conditions, the polarization of the oxygen evolution reaction at a
current density of 0.1 A/cm2 could be reduced by approximately
150–200 mV, and the maximum current density of urea oxidation
could be increased by an order of magnitude (from 0.012 A/cm2

to 0.131 A/cm2 at a urea concentration of 0.33 mol/dm3 in
alkaline solution). The observed increase in electrocatalytic activity
after anodic treatment of nickel in deep eutectic solvents is likely
related to changes in surface morphology patterns and the nature
and concentration of relevant electroactive sites on the electrode
surface. The results obtained in this work can be used for the
development of highly efficient electrode materials for green
hydrogen energy.

Keywords: deep eutectic solvent; nickel; potentiostatic
anodic treatment; electrocatalytic behavior; oxygen evolution
reaction; urea oxidation reaction; hydrogen energy.
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